
(ARA) - While saving
energy and lowering your
bills during the winter
takes some personal sacri-
fice, it might not be as
hard as you think. With a
combination of changing
your habits and a few sim-
ple fixes, it's possible to
realize significant savings
on your utility bills.

You could be well on
your way to saving money
and lessening your impact
on the environment this
winter by making a few
simple changes:

* Reduce your home's
average temperature by a
degree or two. You obvi-
ously don't want to make
your house too chilly for
you or your guests, but
this is a case where a little
can go a long way. For
each degree, you may be
able to save 1 percent on
your heating bill, accord-
ing to the U.S. Department
of Energy. Over the whole
winter, that 1 or 2 percent
can amount to quite a bit
in actual savings.

* Consider a program-
mable thermostat. This
allows you to set the heat
at a lower temperature
while you are at work or
while you sleep, and then
program the thermostat to
reach comfortable levels
before you arrive home in
the evening or get up in
the morning. Products like
the Schlage LiNK remote
home-management sys-
tem, which can be used
with a Trane Remote
Energy Management
Thermostat, allow you the

option of controlling the
temperature of your home
from most Web-enabled
cell phones or a computer
no matter where you are.
You can also set up the
system so when you enter
your code in the Schlage
wireless keypad lock in
your front door, the ther-
mostat will adjust to a
temperature that's most
comfortable for you. You
can even program the
thermostat to send text or
email alerts if the tempera-
ture goes below a preset
level, indicating a poten-
tial heating system failure.
With a system like this,
you can save a lot of ener-
gy - and money - and
always be comfortable
when you arrive home.

* Check your HVAC fil-
ters and replace them if
they are dirty. This should
be done at least once a
month during times of
heavy usage, according to
the Department of Energy.
Clearing and cleaning any
vents in your heating sys-
tem will also help it run
more efficiently. The

Schlage LiNK remote
home-management sys-
tem, when used in con-
junction with the Trane
thermostat mentioned
above, will send text alerts
when filters need to be
replaced.

* Seal places where
heat could escape. Some
strategic caulking and
weather stripping can go a
long way toward bringing
your heating costs way
down; the Department of
Energy says properly seal-
ing your home can reduce
costs by 20 percent. Using
duct sealant to close up
any exposed heating or
cooling ducts can also
offer significant savings.

* Keep curtains open
during the day to let in
natural heat energy. Keep
them closed at night to
provide extra insulation
around your windows.

If you're looking for
more ideas on how to save
energy, it may be a good
idea to have a local con-
tractor conduct an energy
audit on your home or

visit www.energystar.gov
for more information. The
auditor will be able to give
you minor tips, as well as
suggestions for major proj-
ects you may want to do
in the future. After all, with
a few simple cost-saving
measures in place, you

might be able to afford
bigger energy-saving

projects in years to
come.

Mark’s Machinery
3211 East Hwy. 50
Yankton, SD 57078

(605) 665-4540

$229.99 
Suggested Retail

$15.00 
Mail-in Rebate

$68.70 
30% Tax Credit

$145.30 
After Rebate & Tax Credit

$300.00 $194.00 $134.99 $189.00

$285.00 $179.00 $119.99 $174.00

113 W Main St. • Vermillion, SD
624-2655

1-800-481-2655

SALE ENDS OCT. 15, 2010
AVAILABLE AT:

A19380

$299.95 
Suggested Retail

$15.00 
Mail-in Rebate

$89.99 
30% Tax Credit

$194.96 
After Rebate & Tax Credit

$229.95 
Suggested Retail

$15.00 
Mail-in Rebate

$68.99 
30% Tax Credit

$145.96 
After Rebate & Tax Credit

$129.95 
Suggested Retail

$15.00 
Mail-in Rebate

$38.99 
30% Tax Credit

$75.96 
After Rebate & Tax Credit

$189.95 
Suggested Retail

$15.00 
Mail-in Rebate

$56.99 
30% Tax Credit

$117.96 
After Rebate & Tax Credit

September 15- October 15

All Larson Storm Doors are eligible for 30% Tax Savings.

Save 30% EnergyTax Credit Eligible

$15.00 mail-in rebate from Larson during the Larson Fall Sale Sept. 15-Oct. 15, 2009

515 E. 4th St., Yankton • 605-665-3182

A-1 Computers 
& Consulting
COMPUTER
SPYWARE 
& VIRUS 
REMOVAL

Starting at $49.99605-665-9012
toll free 1-877-ferdigs (337-3447)

220 East 3rd St., Yankton, SD 57078 (Former Expert Tire Building)

NEW NEW 

LOCATION!
LOCATION!

CHRIS
& LIBBY
FERDIG

Saving energy not as difficult as you think
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