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Dave Says

It Takes Two To Manage Finances

BY DAVE RAMSEY

Dear Dave,

['ve spent most of my marriage not
being a good husband and not being
involved in our family finances. After
being introduced to one of your programs
at work, I realized how irresponsible | had
been and went home to apologize and tell
my wife about it. During this conversation
[ learned that we have about $80,000 in
debt I didn’t know about, plus $45,000 in
debt on a new car and motorcycle I did
know about. We also have a mortgage on
our home. My wife apologized for making
a mess of things, but it wasn’t all her fault.
She wasn’t sneaking around spending and
taking out debt, she just made mistakes
and was afraid to tell me. Together, we
make about $100,000 a year. Can you help
us?

—Curtis

Dear Curtis,

I'm really glad you've made the deci-
sion to man up. That’s a big step in the
right direction for you and your marriage.

To me, what you described is a lot
different than her completely lying, hiding
stuff, and actively having a financial affair

— 5o to speak — on
the side. You weren’t
plugged in and she
wasn’t doing a good
job, but she didn’t
have anyone to talk
to about it. Things
got worse, then

she probably felt
ashamed about how
ugly it got and didn’t
want to tell anybody.

Not counting
your house, you've
got about $125,000
in debt. You've got
to look at all this
with a $100,000 income and say, “What is
the fastest way to clean up this dadgum
mess?” That’s going to mean beans
and rice, rice and beans. That means a
scorched-earth lifestyle and living on a
budget, which also means you're not go-
ing out to eat, not going on vacations and
you're going to start selling so much stuff
that the kids will think they’re next.

I'd probably sell the car and the
motorcycle. Get into a couple of basic
cars, and spend about two years of crazy
intensity getting debt free except for your
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home. You can clean this up that fast, but
you're going to have no life during that
time.

The two of you have some relation-
ship work to do also. It sounds like you've
already started on that with you owning
your part and her owning hers. The thing
is not to blame. From this point forward
you need to sit down together and make
all of your decisions — financial and
otherwise — together.

Trust me, if you're both willing, you
can heal the math problem, the debt
problem and the marriage problem all at
the same time. It will be an amazing thing!

—Dave

Dave Ramsey is America’s trusted voice
on money and business, and CEO of Ram-
sey Solutions. He has authored five New
York Times best-selling books. The Dave
Ramsey Show is heard by more than 8.5
million listeners each week on more than
550 radio stations. Dave’s latest project,
EveryDollar, provides a free online budget
tool. Follow Dave on Twitter at @DaveRam-
sey and on the web at daveramsey.com.

Safety Features in Your Car
That You May Not Know About

(StatePoint) Today’s
vehicles come with an
abundance of new features
and technologies that can
aid drivers, make passen-
gers more comfortable and
provide real-time informa-
tion about a vehicle’s health.
Most importantly, many
vehicle technologies today
are designed with safety in
mind and have the potential
to save lives.

The trouble is, too many
drivers do not realize these
features exist, or know how
to use them to their full
potential.

A recent University of
lowa study found 40 percent
of drivers have been startled
or surprised by something www.MyCarDoesWhat.org,
their vehicle has done - a highlights technologies such
troubling finding given that as:
car crashes are a leading

cause of preventable death
in the United States.

“Technology can be a
game-changer when it comes
to safety,” said Deborah A.P.
Hersman, president and
CEO of the National Safety
Council. “In order to fully
recognize the benefits of
these new systems, drivers
need to be aware of them
and also understand their
limitations.”

With this need in mind,
NSC partnered with the Uni-
versity of lowa to launch “My
Car Does What” — a virtual
owner’s manual that demys-
tifies the latest, most cutting-
edge vehicle features.

The campaign’s website,
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¢ Back-up cameras that
provide a view of the blind
zone directly behind the
car when the vehicle is in
reverse

¢ Blind spot monitors
that alert drivers when
something is in their blind
spot

¢ Forward collision warn-
ings that warn drivers when
they are closing in on the
vehicle ahead too quickly

¢ Automatic emergency
braking systems that apply
the brakes if the system de-
tects an imminent collision

¢ Anti-lock braking
systems that prevent wheels
from locking up, helping to
avoid uncontrolled skidding
and providing some steering
control in slippery condi-
tions

¢ Rear cross traffic alerts
that warn drivers if traffic is

GLASS

1915 Broadway, Yankton, SD

approaching from the left or
right when the vehicle is in
reverse

e Adaptive cruise control
that maintains the speed set
by the driver and a pre-set
following distance

¢ Lane departure warn-
ings that alert drivers if
they drift into another lane
when the turn signal is not
activated.

For a full list of vehicle
safety technologies, explana-
tory videos, graphics and ar-
ticles, visit MyCarDoesWhat.
org.

“The driver will always be
a car’s best safety feature; no
technology today will change
that,” Hersman said. “But
these features can help miti-
gate errors before they result
in deaths and injuries.”
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Dud walked out in his back yard thinking about his book.
It’s so frustrating, and he can’t even talk to Anita about it.
There’s a strange thing about writing a book, he learned. If

you tell someone about it before it’s written ... well, you've
told the story already, haven't you? So then, why write it?

This makes writing a book one of the loneliest jobs in the
world. A guy in a Forest Service lookout tower would seem
like a cruise ship recreation director compared to a book
writer. At least that’s what Dud was thinking as he wandered
around ... wandered ... wandered lonely as a cloud ... some-
thing to do with daffodils. He remembered reading it in high
school.

Say ... maybe if [ threw some literature into the book, it
would give it a bit of flavor. Yes! Well, 'm already in Europe ...
well, the truck driver is. He’s there on special assignment ...
not sure what that is, but I'm working on it. And the duch-
ess is European, after all. And you know how they talk like
literature over there.

So how can I do this? | know! I can have the duchess
kinda teaching the truck driver to speak literarily.

“Dearest,” she'll say, “the time has come for us to put
behind us our past and instead grasp the present and the
future with ... well ... with the foreknowledge of wisdom and
blessings of hindsight that will propel us headlong into con-
nubial consequences.”

And he'll say, “Sure thing, Honeybunch. You got it.”

Dud Campbell smiled. You know, you get a lot more than
a tooth cleaning when you go see Dr. O'Dontal. He serves up
inspiration along with that new toothbrush you get that you
never use.

Hey,  wonder if I can work THAT into the book. You
know ... dental literacy. I'll work on it.

Seeking Fresh Perspectives
to Shape the Future of Food

(StatePoint) No matter if you live in a suburban, urban
or rural area, new farming innovations are putting food on
your plate, clothes on your back and fuel in your tanks. And
whether or not you're a foodie, a gardener or a large scale
grower, you're benefiting from visionary leaders across the
country who are changing the way we grow our food, fuel
and fiber.

In a constantly evolving economy, America’s farmers,
ranchers and rural leaders face what experts call a daunting
task: growing the food an expanding urban population needs
and making sure that they're able to continue doing so.

“The future success of the agricultural industry relies
on innovative leadership,” says Leigh Picchetti, senior vice
president of national communications for the Farm Credit
Council, which represents the nationwide network of Farm
Credit lenders that provide financial services and loans to
rural communities and agriculture.

To recognize those in the industry who are changing the
future of rural enterprise and agriculture, and to celebrate
its 100th Anniversary, Farm Credit has launched Farm Credit
100 Fresh Perspectives, a nationwide initiative to honor
100 leaders and innovators from across the country whose
insights and influence are ensuring thriving rural communi-
ties for years to come.

“This is a national search, and we've already received
nominations from 40 states representing both urban leaders
like chefs and academicians and rural producers farming the
land,” says Picchetti. “We know there are additional worthy
leaders out there and we’re hoping to receive many more
nominations.”

Individuals, couples and groups are eligible for nomina-
tion in 10 categories. Ten of the 100 honorees will receive a
$10,000 award to help further their leadership contributions,
along with a trip for themselves and a guest to Washington,
D.C., in 2016 to participate in a special recognition event.

A panel of experts will evaluate the nominations, which
can be submitted by anyone and are being accepted now
through December 18, 2015. Winners will be announced in
March 2016 in conjunction with National Ag Day.

Farm Credit 100 Fresh Perspectives categories include:

¢ Rural and Urban Connection

¢ Mentoring and Volunteerism

e Agriculture Education and Community Impact

¢ Rural Policy Influence

¢ Leadership (over 21)

¢ Youth Leadership (21 and younger)

¢ Beginning Farmer or Rancher Achievement

¢ Entrepreneurship and Innovation

¢ Sustainability and Natural Resource Conservation
¢ Financial Stewardship

To learn more or make a nomination, visit www.Farm-
Credit100.com.
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