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Family Matters At

Mount Marty

'‘O’'Conner Girls’ Set For Family Weekend

BY REILLY BIEL
reilly.biel@yankton.net

For the opening of Mount Marty College’s (MMC) theatre
season, the school is presenting a play that can potentially
bring a tear to the eye.

“The O’Conner Girls” will be shown during MMC’s Family
Weekend Oct. 22-25 in Marian Auditorium. Thursday through
Saturday performances will be at 7:30 p.m. and the Sunday
matinee will begin at 2 p.m.

“The O’Conner Girls,” written by playwright Katie For-
gette, tells the story of a Minnesota family in 1997 grieving
the loss of their patriarch. His wife and grown children
reunite over the Christmas season to relive painful and joyful
memories.

“You would think it’s a sad play, but that’s not the case,”
said play director Andy Henrickson. “We are all with family
during difficult familial situations. The play is a great testa-
ment to the faith this family has.”

Henrickson says part of the play’s appeal will be its relat-
ability.

“The family is Catholic and the parents are pre-Vatican II, so
it speaks to different times,” he said.

The relatability factor increases the probability of audience
members getting invested in the play.

“It has a theme of reconciliation because of things that are
revealed about this family over the course of the play,” said
Henrickson. “It speaks about the relationship the father had
with his daughters and the tension there that came from his
experience in coming back from the war a changed person.”

The play has a small but powerful cast, according to Hen-
rickson.

“We have a couple freshmen in it who are doing a good
job,” he said. “Sarah Furrow (Sarah O’Conner) was a non-trad
who was in one of my plays in 2003-2004, and is back for this
one, which doesn’t happen often.”

Henrickson was mindful of the play’s showtime when
selecting it for family weekend.

“When I go to a play, [ often wonder how long it will be,”
he said. “This play isn’t long so people can look forward to
not giving up much of their time for it.”

Henrickson believes audience members can also look
forward to getting drawn into the story.
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“People will be hearing and seeing
things that will speak to them personally,”
he added. “The things that are talked
about are things that are family subjects.
People can look forward to some new tal-
ent and a mix of comedy and drama.”

Tickets are available at www.mtmc.
arts or by calling the MMC Theatre box
office at 605-668-1234. The box office is
located in the Roncalli Student Center.

The O’Conner Girls Cast List: Sarah
Furrow (Sarah O’Conner); Rachel Shippy
(Liz O’Conner); Alanna Binder (Martha
O’Conner); Khristina Stevens (Margie
O’Conner); Vincent Raia (David Stevens);
Andy Henrickson (Director); Gabby
Slowey (Stage Manager); James Hovland
(Designer/TD); Dawn Ferris (Costime
Designer); Catherine Pratt (Props).

Follow @ReillyBiel on Tuwitter.
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Elizabeth (Rachel Shippy, foreground) discusses famiy relationships with
her sister Martha (Alanna Binder) while going through some family me-
mentos in a scene from “The O’Conner Girls,” which will be presented
by the Mount Marty College Theatre Department next week as part of the

school’s Family Weekend festivities.
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