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BY TOM AND RAY
MAGLIOZZI

Dear Tom and Ray:
I got an e-mail this

morning from our com-
pany’s internal security
department about lock-
ing your car with the
remote key fob. The
memo cites the story of
a woman in a shopping
center who noticed two
guys in a car watching
her, and then, after she
locked her car and
walked away, she heard
her car unlock. It says
that car thieves have a
device that can capture
the frequency of your
key fob, and then use it
to unlock your car while
you’re in a store. The
woman claims that this
was explained to her by
the police. Is this true or
an urban legend?
Thanks. -- Mike

RAY: It’s an urban leg-
end, Mike. When locking
key fobs were new, back
in the 1980s, they would
be set to a single, perma-
nent frequency. And I
suppose, in those days, if
a thief had the right
equipment, he potential-
ly could capture the fre-
quency and gain access
to the car.

TOM: But there are
two reasons why that’s
extremely unlikely today.
First, key fobs now jum-
ble their codes. So each
time you use the fob to
lock your door, it gener-
ates a unique code that
it uses only that one
time. While there might
be equipment capable of
breaking through that

system, it’s more likely
to be owned by the
“Ocean’s Eleven” crew
than by a common bur-
glar.

RAY: That’s the sec-
ond reason why this
story is unlikely to be
true: Most people who
break into your car to
steal something off the
seat are opportunists,
not master planners.
These guys go looking
for a car that’s been left
open, or they’ll see a
computer on a seat and
break a window to grab
it.

TOM: Keep in mind,
also, that they can’t steal
your car with the key fob
frequency, even if they
could obtain it, since the

ignition system has its
own immobilizer.

RAY: So rather than
worry about this sort of
high-tech operation,
you’d be better off fol-
lowing the more basic
rules to avoid car break-
ins: Don’t leave valuables
in plain sight. Remember
to lock your car. Park in

well-lit, populated areas.
And don’t ever leave
your car in my brother’s
neighborhood.

GGoott  aa  qquueessttiioonn  aabboouutt
ccaarrss??  WWrriittee  ttoo  CClliicckk  aanndd
CCllaacckk  iinn  ccaarree  ooff  tthhiiss  nneewwss--
ppaappeerr,,  oorr  ee--mmaaiill  tthheemm  bbyy
vviissiittiinngg  tthhee  CCaarr  TTaallkk  WWeebb
ssiittee  aatt  wwwwww..ccaarrttaallkk..ccoomm..
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CCLLIICCKK  &&  CCLLAACCKK

Key-Fob Warning Is Only An Urban Legend

Northern 
Iowavs. 

4:05 PM Kickoff
DakotaDome

Call (605) 677-5959 
or visit www.usdcoyotes.com 

for ticket information.
Get your tickets TODAY!

Saturday, October 16th

Coyote Tailgate Nation opens at NOON
featuring inflatables, games, music and fun for ALL AGES!

Game Sponsors

TVs for Touchdowns!
WIN One of Four (4) – 

42” HD TVs to be given away

(one per quarter).

Sponsored by Midcontinent 
Communications

4th & Capitol
Yankton, SD

(605) 664-2000

Meet Our Service 
Department Staff

“We’re Better. We’ll Prove It. You Be The Judge!”

Matt Schaa
Service Manager

Craig Bowers
Service Advisor

Justin Teichroew
Parts Manager

Troy Shipps
Service Technician

Tom Alsdorf
Service Technician

Adam Bertsch
Service Technician

Lewis & Clark Ford is proud to present to you our staff. Give us 
a chance to service your vehicle with our local, familiar faces.

4th & Capitol
Yankton, SD

(605) 664-2000

Oil, Lube & Filter 
Change
(up to 5 qts. of 

oil & 1 filter)
$2999

Expires 10/31/10

4th & Capitol
Yankton, SD

(605) 664-2000

Wheel Alignment
(4 wheel alignment)

$4995Expires 
10/31/10

4th & Capitol
Yankton, SD

(605) 664-2000

Multi-Point
Inspection

   FREE! Expires 
10/31/10

Cody Straub
Service Technician

Javier Hernandez
Reconditioning Manager

606 E. 4th St., Yankton, SD

 (605)  665-0801

By Appointment Only

Thomas Boyd 605-760-5301Thomas Boyd 605-760-5301

Boyd’s Custom Painting
Residential • Business

Intertior • Exterior
Accents • Kids rooms • Faux, etc .

Great Rates

If
YOU READ THIS YOU KNOW… 

ADVERTISING PAYS!
CALL THE

MISSOURI VALLEY SHOPPER
AT 665-7811

OR STOP BY TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!
Missouri Valley

ShopperSHOPPERMISSOURI VALLEY

665-5884


