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Key-Fob Warning Is Only An Urban Legend

BY TOM AND RAY
MAGLIOZZI

Dear Tom and Ray:

[ got an e-mail this
morning from our com-
pany’s internal security
department about lock-
ing your car with the
remote key fob. The
memo cites the story of
a woman in a shopping
center who noticed two
guys in a car watching
her, and then, after she
locked her car and
walked away, she heard
her car unlock. It says
that car thieves have a
device that can capture
the frequency of your
key fob, and then use it
to unlock your car while
you're in a store. The
woman claims that this
was explained to her by
the police. s this true or
an urban legend?
Thanks. - Mike
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RAY: It’s an urban leg-
end, Mike. When locking
key fobs were new, back
in the 1980s, they would
be set to a single, perma-
nent frequency. And |
suppose, in those days, if
a thief had the right
equipment, he potential-
ly could capture the fre-
quency and gain access
to the car.

TOM: But there are
two reasons why that’s
extremely unlikely today.
First, key fobs now jum-
ble their codes. So each
time you use the fob to
lock your door, it gener-
ates a unique code that
it uses only that one
time. While there might
be equipment capable of
breaking through that
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system, it’s more likely
to be owned by the
“Ocean’s Eleven” crew
than by a common bur-
glar.

RAY: That’s the sec-
ond reason why this
story is unlikely to be
true: Most people who
break into your car to
steal something off the
seat are opportunists,
not master planners.
These guys go looking
for a car that’s been left
open, or they’ll see a
computer on a seat and
break a window to grab
it.

TOM: Keep in mind,
also, that they can’t steal
your car with the key fob
frequency, even if they
could obtain it, since the

ignition system has its
own immobilizer.
RAY: So rather than

well-lit, populated areas.
And don'’t ever leave
your car in my brother’s

worry about this sort of  neighborhood.

high-tech operation, Got estion about
you'd be better off fol- Ol a question abou
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rules to avoid car break- paper, or e-mail them by
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Tom Alsdorf Adam Bertsch

Service Technician ~ Service Technician
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Cody Straub  Javier Hernandez
Service Technician

Lewis & Clark Ford is proud to present to you our staff. Give us
a chance to service your vehicle with our local, familiar faces.
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