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There I was, standing
outside my front door in
the freezing cold, in bare

feet, wearing nothing but
a bathrobe. Obviously,
something was wrong

with the cosmos.
Like many moms, I

have rules for my house-
hold that no other family
member understands.

I have rules about the
dish cloth being rinsed out
and hung on the faucet
after use. I have rules
about how to stack towels
after being washed and
folded. I have mealtime
rules intended to expedite
the vegetable eating.

Anyone who makes the
rules,has reasons for those
rules, even if they are not
immediately apparent to
the average human.

I don’t like my dish
cloth soaked in milk, cof-
fee,and soggy cereal when
I retrieve it from the bow-
els of my kitchen sink.

My mealtime rules are:
If one doesn’t clean ones
plate, he must clean the
littler box. Well, he would
if we had a litter box.

The towel stacking rule
was put into effect simply
because I like the way my
linen shelf looks with all
the towels stacked fold-
side out… So sue me.

Rule #1603 has recent-
ly been enacted: The front
door is for guests only.
Everyone else must go
through the garage and

use the back door.
I have perfectly good

reasons for this.
Shoe Chaos. In order

to comply with rule #857,
my  family must take off
their shoes when they
enter the house. The col-
lection of shoes at my front
door looked like a half-off
sale at the Goodwill store.
Thus, the back door  rule.

Drop-off Zone. When-
ever anyone comes in my
house they  are immedi-
ately and unexplainably
hit with the strange urge to
eject their  burdens.What-
ever they are carrying at
the time seems much too
heavy to carry  further. I
think there must be  some
sort of physics phenome-

non having to do with a
sudden increase in gravity
as you enter my house. You
can’t  fight physics, so I’d
rather the phenomenon
occur at my back door
rather than  my front door.

There is a crack in
my wall near the front
door that gets wider every
time the door is slammed.
My children don’t do any-
thing  halfway. The door is
either  slammed shut or
they don’t close it at all.
Nothing says trailer-trash
like your  front door left
wide open.

The lock on my front
door will allow one to leave
the house, but not enter.
This isn’t ideal because I
can only control the com-
ings of my family through
the front door, but not the
goings. At least, if a guest
knocks on the door, I don’t
have to unlock the door to
open it.

This morning before
school, my eight-year old
remembered that he left
his backpack in the car.
He went out the back door
to retrieve it. This boy is
my youngest and like
many youngest children,
he exudes an air of author-
ity that is not backed up

by his short stature.
Instead of coming back
through the back door, he
came to the front door and
pounded on it until he per-
suaded someone to come
and open it.

My fourteen-year old
went to see who it was.
Because he knew the rule,
and because he relished a
chance to annoy his
younger brother, he
refused to open the door
and told him to go to the
back door.

The youngest was still
in control mode and start-
ed ordering the older one
to open the door. I told the
son inside the house that
he needed to walk away
and ignore him, because I
knew that if there was
nobody to argue with, the
little rule-breaker would
eventually stop beating on
the door and simply use
the back door.

Five minutes later, my
husband had to leave for
work. I remembered a last
minute item I needed to
give to him and I ran out
the front door in my
bathrobe and bare feet just
as he was rolling out of the
driveway.I caught him just
in time. Relieved, I tip-
toed through the cold,wet
grass back to the front door
and realized I had locked
myself out.

I knocked,but I knew it
was in vain. I had just
told the only one left in
the house to ignore the
knocking. I stood there,
my bare toes frosting over,
shivering in my bathrobe
at my own front door.

Rule #1603 might have
to be revised.

Laura Snyder is a nationally syn-
dicated columnist, author & speaker.
You can reach Laura at lsnyder@lau-
raonlife.com Or visit her website
www.lauraonlife.com for more info.
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From the rugged straight blade, to the efficient SPEEDWING™,
to the technically advanced POWER PLOW®, BLIZZARD gets 
the job done fast, no matter what winter throws your way. 

BLIZZARD has the snowplow you need. 

www.blizzardplows.com

BLIZZARD® Plows—Ready ForAnything

178842tel-101310
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“Isn’t it time 
for a real car.”

“We’ll be 
there.”

“Do one thing.
Do it well.”

www.rasmussenmotors.com

605-624-4438 • 1-800-568-5004 • 209 W. Cherry St., Vermillion, SD
Monday-Friday 7:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. • Saturday 8 a.m.-3 p.m.
Open Nights By Appointment • www.rasmussenmotors.com

Gary Rasmussen 624-9612 • Ric Rasmussen 624-5204
Randy Rasmussen  624-1098

RASMUSSEN MOTORS

2010 GM Closeout at
 Rasmussen Motors

Save on all remaining 
2010 GM Cars & Trucks 

in stock

$30,745
MSRP 33,440
Discount  1,445
GM Bonus Cash 1,250

 Your Price....

2010 Chevrolet Malibu 1LT

2.4 L 4 cyl., 6 Spd., Auto, 

A/C, Remote Starter, OnStar, 

AM/FM/XM CD Player

$19,695
MSRP 24,210
Discount  1,015
Rebate  3,500

 Your Price....

2010 Buick LaCrosse CXL

3.0L V6, Auto, White Diamond Paint, 

18” Chrome Wheels, Remote Starter,

Memory Seats, OnStar

5.3L V8, 6 Spd., Auto, Heads Up 
Display, Remote Starter,

Trailering Pkg, Chrome Nerf Bars,
P/Seat, OnStar

0%
Financing for 

up to 72 months

GM Factory 
Rebates of up 

to $5000*

 2010 GMC  Acadia SLT
Front Wheel Drive

$37,295

3.6L V6, 6Spd., Auto, 
Leather Heated Seats, 

Heads Up Display, 
7 Passenger Seating, OnStar

 Your Price....

MSRP 41,960
Discount  2,165
Rebate  2,500

2010 Chevrolet Silverado 1500

MSRP 36,790
Discount  2,495
Factory Rebate 5,000
Ally* Downpayment 
Assistance 1,000

 Ext Cab, 
Short Box, 4x4

$28,295 Your Price....
*MUST FINANCE WITH ALLY. Subject to Ally Approval

Paul’s Plumbing, Inc.
PAUL HAGENBUCH

Residential • Commercial • Repair
900 N. Norbeck St., Vermillion, SD

605-624-3463

D.W. Duhachek, #365  
605-660-7777
Leo Harts , #278  
605-660-2460
Nancy Duhachek, #366
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Call Us for All Your 
Auction Needs!

605-665-2222 • Mission Hill, SD

Date: November 17, 2010

Time:  9am  -  4pm

Location: 45525 291st St
Viborg, SD 57070
We will have a cup of 
coffee, answer your 

questions and figure a 
great deal for you!


