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DAVE SAYS:

Which step should I do first — two or three?
Dear Dave,
I was wondering if I
should save up three to
six months of expenses,
Baby Step Three, before I
pay off my debt with the
debt snowball – Baby Step
Two. I’m self-employed
and work on a contract
basis. My current contract
will be up in a few months,
and I’ll have to find another contract.
Pat
Dear Pat,
In a sense, you’re going
to be laid off in a few
months. I think it would
be wise to prepare for that
in advance.
Just paying the minimum payments on your
debt for now, and saving
up three to six months of
expenses, would be one
way to plan for that event.
However, the day you get
your next contract, I want
you to take that emergency fund back down to
$1,000, because you’ll have
gotten your stability back
at that point. The good
news is that you have a
little while to be looking
for another contract.
That’s a luxury not many
people have when they
lose a job.
After you bring your
emergency fund back

Great Selection of

inquiries. This prevents
companies from searching
your bureau for the sole
purpose of offering credit
you didn’t request!
—Dave

TIME TO BUY A HOUSE?

down, I want you in attack
mode on the debt snowball. Every extra dime you
can find needs to go to
paying off debt. Sell some
things if you have to, but
get out from under that
debt as soon as you can!
—Dave

CREDIT REPORT QUESTIONS
Dear Dave,
I requested a copy of
my credit report, and
noticed there have been
several instances where
companies have asked for
a copy of my report. I was
under the impression that
this could only be done if
you were applying for
credit.
Lynn
Dear Lynn,
Under the Federal Fair
Credit Reporting Act anyone with a valid business
reason can check your
report with, or without,

your permission. Some
employment applications
even state they will be
pulling a copy of your
report as part of their
screening process.
It sounds to me like
you’ve gotten a bunch of
marketing inquiries.That
why your mailbox – like
most – is full of unsolicited credit card and home
equity loan offers.
But here’s the good
news. You can put a block
on your bureau for unsolicited
marketing

Dear Dave,
My fiancé and I are
looking to buy a house a
couple of months after
we’re married. We’ve
saved about $50,000
toward the down payment, and the payments
on the house we like
would only be $202 a
month on a 15-year mortgage. Does this sound like
a good idea?
Robbie

buying a house. In that
first year of marriage
you’ll get to know each
other even better than you
do now. It will also give
you time to figure out just
how far away from your
in-laws you want to live!
Spend the first year
loving on each other, and
mapping out a plan for
your lives together. You
can save even more money
in the meantime, and if

you’re lucky, you might be
able to pay cash for that
first home when time rolls
around.
Don’t fall into the trap
of thinking you have to
run straight to the real
estate office right after you
slip the rings on each
other’s fingers. That’s a
mistake lots of young couples make, and end up
regretting it later!
—Dave

Dear Robbie,
You guys have done a
great job saving up all that
money. But I think newlymarried couples should
wait at least a year before

TRUCKS

2006 Ford Ranger, 4 cyl., auto, reg. cab, white.......................$5,495
2005 Chevy Colorado, reg. cab, red, 79K, auto........................$6,995
2006 Chevy Colorado, ext. cab, white, 4 cyl., auto..................$6,995
2005 Chevy Colorado, ext. cab, 4x4, white..............................$9,500
2004 Chevy S-10, crew cab, 4x4, heated leather.................$10,900
2001 Chevy Silverado LS, reg. cab, V8, auto, full power.........$5,500
2006 CH C-2500HD, 6.0L, full power, w/ like new utility box..$8,600
2001 Chevy Tahoe, 4x4, 3 row seats, white............................$8,900
2005 Chevy Silverado, short box, dark blue, V6......................$9,995
2005 Chevy Silverado, 4x4, long box, silver, 5.3L, auto.........$11,900
2008 Chevy Silverado, ext. cab, long box, 5.3L.....................$17,900
Tony and Donna Ellis
605-665-3720
1200 Ellis Road,
Yankton, SD 57078
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Fill the puzzle so that every row, every column, and every
section contain the numbers 1-9 without repeating a number

Yankton
Owned & Operated by: Toby & Kerry Woehl
2901 Broadway, Yankton • 605-665-7861
Monday-Friday: 9am-6:30pm • Saturday: 9am-6pm • Sunday: 11am-4pm

Check today’s issue for
the solution to the puzzle.
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