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OF THE OUTDOORS:

Now Is The Time To Catch Big Fish
BY GARY HOWEY

Hartington, Neb.

This falls weather is
hard to beat; temperatures
have been unbelievable,
allowing the farmers to get
their crops out a lot earlier
than usual.

All in all, it’s been a
strange year; last winter
was a bad one, once it
broke, there was plenty of
rain and water coming
down the Mo. River.

Higher water meant that
the reservoirs on the river
and the river directly below
it would have a lot of water.

More water coming
down the river and the trib-
utaries leading into it
meant that all the
lakes/reservoirs would be
high, and with the high
water comes a lot of debris
(weeds, logs, cattails etc.)

dirtying up the water and
increasing the current com-
ing down river.

Because of this the fish-
ing in the lakes has been
tough.

Since we’ve had very lit-
tle rain over the last month
or so, the water is starting
to settle down just in time
for the fall walleye bite.

As we all know, all
species of fish pig out in
the fall, piling on the
pounds getting ready for
the winter and next springs
spawning run.

It’s in the fall, when
you’ll want to offer the fish
bigger baits such as creek
chubs or shad, as that’s
what they need to put on
the pounds in order to get
ready for winter.

There are times, espe-
cially in the fall when even
the smaller fish will pass

up smaller minnows and go
after larger bait.

When using larger baits,
you’ll need to fish them dif-
ferently as you never know
what size fish will pick up
your bait.

Jig fishing is one of the
productive methods for
taking walleyes/sauger in
the late fall. We use the
larger 3/8 oz.  Lindy jigs as
they have the larger hook
needed to hold the larger
baits and still have enough
hook protruding to hook
the fish.

I’ve always been one for
putting as much color
down there as possible, so I
use jigs that are multi-col-
ored, with more than one
color down there, I feel that
the multi-colored jigs the
fish tell me what baits or
color they prefer.

I’ve always used flores-
cent colored as they hold
their color longer in deep
water.

Walleye and sauger are
known to grab onto the
rear of the bait and not get-
ting the hook in their moth.

This is when you’ll get a
bite, set the hook and
“Nothing”. When you reel in
your bait, you’ll find that
the bait is peeled back from
the dorsal fin to the tail
and this is when stinger

hooks come in handy.
Stinger hooks are nothing
fancy, just a piece of heavy
monofilament or leader
material with a treble hook
attached at the end.

Stinger hooks used dur-
ing the fall bite need to be
just like the jigs you’d use,
larger.

The small treble hooks
that come with some jigs or
can be bought separately
are too small and the
leader on them is too
short, only reaching just in
front of the larger baits
back.

With large baits that are
used in the fall, you need a
stinger that will reach
almost to the baits tail.
That way, when the fish
takes a hold of the tail, he’s
grabbing onto your stinger
hook.

We have a buddy in
town, Buckshot that’s fig-
ured out how to make up
the longer stinger hooks for
the three amigos and I.

I furnished a roll of 20-
pound leader material and
the crimping pliers. He
then purchased some black
brass sleeves and the large
red treble hooks needed to
make the longer and larger
stinger hooks we use when
fishing larger baits.

If you’re not using the

longer treble hooks, when
using the larger baits, it’s
not a bad idea to give the
fish time to get to the
stinger hook, you can do
this by dropping your rod
back when you feel the pick
up.

By dropping your rod
back, you’re creating slack
in the line which allows the
fish coming up from behind
the bait; the opportunity to
take more of the bait in it’s
mouth and a better chance
at getting hooked on the
stinger hook.

We all know that the
unbelievable weather won’t
for the lake or reservoir

last forever, so before the
weather changes, it’s time
to get some big baits and
head for the lake or reser-
voir as this is a great time
to catch those big fish.

Gary Howey, Hartington,
Neb., is a former tournament
angler, hunting and fishing
guide. He’s the Producer Host
of the award winning
Outdoorsmen Adventures TV
series, which can be seen on
Fox, affiliates throughout the
upper Midwest. For more
information, outdoor videos
and information on
Outdoorsmen Adventures,
check out www.outdoors-
mendventures.com.

TEAM OUTDOORSMEN ADVENTURES PHOTO
Bob Schumacher (left) and Bill Christensen, of
Hartington, Neb., are pictured with three of the fish they
took last week while using jigs, trailer hooks and creek
chubs on Lewis & Clark Lake. 

The identity of the featured celebrity is found within the

answers in the puzzle. In order to take the TV Challenge,

unscramble the letters noted with asterisks within the puzzle.

ACROSS
1. Dietzen of “NCIS”
5. Shari or Jerry
9. “Night __ the Museum”;

2006 Ben Stiller movie
10. Adventure series that

ran for 17 seasons
13. “Miracle at __. Anna”;

2008 Derek Luke film
14. __ Winningham
15. “Apollo __”; 1995

Tom Hanks movie
17. Detective Stella

Bonasera’s portrayer
19. Ed Begley or

Robert Downey: abbr.
20. Actress Loughlin
22. Dobbs and Gossett
24. “The Thin __ Line”; 1998

James Caviezel film
25. MMX and others: abbr.
26 “The __ Couple”
27. Cartoon morning: abbr.
28. Environmental sci.
29. Actor Ken
31. Initials for Ms. Kidder
32. Number of seasons

for “Happy Days”
37. “__ Time for Sergeants”
38. “Resident __: Extinction”;

2007 Ali Larter movie
39. “The __ Set”; 2006

Sigourney Weaver film
41. Actor Robert & his family
43. “__ Femme Nikita”
44. “The Wonder __”
45. “American Idol” judge

DOWN
1. Sir __ Rathbone
2. Initials for John Boy’s

portrayer

3. Role on “Home
Improvement”

4. Word in the title of
Jason Lee’s series

5. Claim against property
6. Suffix for absent or train
7. “Eight __ Enough”
8. “Dancing With the __”

11. Actor Mineo
12. Start of an Asian nation
16. Tracy Morgan series (2)
17. “The __”; series for

Patricia Heaton
18. Hannigan of “How I

Met Your Mother”
19. Chambers of

“Grey’s Anatomy”
21. Change decor
23. Spoken
28. “__ Nest” (1988-95)
30. Actor Lloyd
33. “__ Make a Deal”
34. Jolie Gabor’s youngest
35. Mr. Damone
36. BPOE members
40. __-__ Day; 5/8/45
41. Grad-to-be: abbr.
42. Charo’s affirmative
43. Behold’s partner

© Zap2it

TV CROSSWORD

From the rugged straight blade, to the efficient SPEEDWING™,
to the technically advanced POWER PLOW®, BLIZZARD gets 
the job done fast, no matter what winter throws your way. 

BLIZZARD has the snowplow you need. 

www.blizzardplows.com

BLIZZARD® Plows—Ready ForAnything

178842tel-101310

SCHUURMANS FARM SUPPLY
Top-quality Showplace Cabinetry,

with manufacturer direct cash 

rebates. You better get started – 

your new kitchen will last 

for years, but this offer won’t!

Yankton Showroom
309 W. 11th St., Yankton, SD 57078
605-668-2168 • 1-800-249-3837
www.tkplaceyankton.com

Get a 
new 
kitchen, 
Get 

 Cashh Back. Cashh Back.Cash Back.

We do Money Orders

 Doo Youu Needd Moneyy Today? Doo Youu Needd Moneyy Today?Do You Need Money Today?
 GETT CASHH NOW! GETT CASHH NOW!GET CASH NOW!

1100 N. Broadway #3
 Yankton,  SD

 665-5530

LOANS 
UP TO

$500
We Cash All Checks

• No Credit Check Required
• Located on Broadway next to Harold’s
• Fast and Easy Approval Process on Loans

Come In and Visit Us Today!

Professional Carpet Cleaning
Any Three Rooms & Hallway

$9899

Using Methods 
Leading Carpet 

Mills Recommend!

Ask About
Scotchgard

Upholstery Cleaning Available
$47.50 Couch • $30.20 Loveseat • $22.50 Recliner

1118 W. 9th St. • Yankton, SD 57078
Local Phone: 665-7080 • Toll Free: 800-834-7081

(Any additional average size room is $18.50 each.)


