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Dear Dave,
My mom filed bank-

ruptcy about five years
ago, and I thought that
taught her a lesson. She’s
on disability now, and
makes only $600 a month.
On top of all this, she’s
piled up about $30,000 in
credit card debt again.
She’s even paid her utility
bills and bought groceries
with credit cards. I don’t
know what to do.
— Barbara

Dear Barbara,
She can’t file bankrupt-

cy again, because it’s still
too close to the date of
her first filing. It sounds
to me like she’s going to
have to face up to what
she’s done, and make
some serious behavior
changes. The kind of stuff
she’s doing is not only
addictive, it’s self-destruc-
tive. She’s trading a
moment of pleasure for
years of pain while that

credit card bill grows into
a monster!

Personal finance isn’t
rocket science. It’s 80 per-
cent behavior, and 20 per-
cent math. Plus, there are
plenty of agencies out
there that help disabled
people find jobs, and help
them remain active and
productive in the work-
place. When it comes to
work, disabled doesn’t
always mean unable. It’s
amazing what people with
disabilities can do, but the
hard truth is that she’s
still going to have to find

a way to get her income
up and cut her outgoing
money way down.

Sit down with her, and
try to explain what’s hap-
pening and what she’s fac-
ing in a kind and loving
way. 

Walk her through the
process of making a
monthly budget, too. You
may run into some resist-
ance, because parents
often have a hard time
accepting help from their
kids. I call this “powdered
butt syndrome.” 

Once someone has

powdered your behind,
they don’t always want to
listen to your advice!

She can turn this thing
around, Barbara. But it’s
going to take some per-
sistence on your part to
help make it happen.

— Dave

LLEEAASSIINNGG  CCAARR  AA  BBAADD  IIDDEEAA!!
Dear Dave,
I leased a car about

two years ago, and I’m
just now beginning to real-
ize that it was big mistake.
I’m throwing away tons of
money. Is there any way to
get out of a car lease? —
Randy

Dear Randy,
Now you see why I call

it “fleecing,” don’t you?
Never do a lease! It’s the
most expensive way to
operate a vehicle.

Call the company and
ask for the early buy-out
or pay-off amount. Then,

compare that figure with
the value of the car. If the
car is worth $19,000, and
the early buy-out is
$21,000, you’ll have to
scrape together $2,000 to
make up the difference.

If you don’t have that
kind of cash sitting
around, go to your local
credit union or bank and
get a small loan of $3,000
to $3,500. This will get you
out of the “fleece,” and
give you some cash left
over to buy a little beater

to drive for a while.
Get this done, and pay

the loan back as quickly
as possible. Then, you can
start saving up to pay
cash for a really good,
used car later!

— Dave

* For more financial
help, please visit dav-
eramsey.com. 
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Lewis & Clark Ford
316 Capitol St. • Yankton, SD 

(605)664-2000 • 1-877-865-7668

www.lewisandclarkford.com

$4 999 Full Detail
Small to mid-size cars

$9 900
“Take The Winter Grime Off & Out Of Your Vehicle”

Expires May 15, 2010

2010 F150 Crew Cab 2010 Ford Focus

2010 Ford Fusion 2010 Ford Edge
2010 F250 HD CrewCab

#2922 #2897

#2939#2917
#2830

MSRP $37,635
Sale Price After 
Mfg Rebates & Dealer Savings....

MSRP $22,825
Sale Price After 
Mfg Rebates & Dealer Savings....

MSRP $34,280
Sale Price After 
Mfg Rebates & Dealer Savings....

MSRP $20,095
Sale Price After 
Mfg Rebates & Dealer Savings....

MSRP $54,150
Sale Price After 
Mfg Rebates & Dealer Savings....

$29,500$29,500

$18,999$18,999

$15,995$15,995

$28,595$28,595 $43,513$43,513
‘02 Chevy Cavalier

‘02 Dodge Ram SLT 4x4

‘06 Chevy Impala

‘06 Jeep Grand Cherokee

‘02 Chevrolet Tahoe Z71

‘05 Keystone Outback Camper

‘02 PT Cruiser Touring Edition

‘04 R-Vision Trailer Cruiser

Oil Change $1 799
Most cars up to 5 quarts of oil

Alignment
(2-Wheel)

$8,995

$4,995 $9,995
$16,999

$11,495
$17,995

$6,895
$14,995

$179/Mo.

$109/Mo. $144/Mo.

$244/Mo.

$228/Mo.

$298/Mo. $258/Mo.

$137/Mo.

#F1161C • Only 79,000 miles, 
Excellent Condition

#F1110B

#2906B • 62,000 miles, 
Excellent condition

#2797A

#2877B

#F1168

#2939A

#F1184

Expires May 15, 2010 Expires May 15, 2010

Lariat

We specialize in
• New Construction
• Additions & Remodeling

• Farm & Steel Buildings
• Roofing, Siding & Concrete Flatwork

No carpentry work to small or large! Lonnie Herrboldt, 605.665.3987
John Herrboldt, 605.660.1753 Yankton, SD

Herrboldt Construction, Inc.

Professional Carpet Cleaning
Any Three Rooms & Hallway

$9899

Using Methods 
Leading Carpet 

Mills Recommend!

Ask About
Scotchgard

Upholstery Cleaning Available
$47.50 Couch • $30.20 Loveseat • $22.50 Recliner

1118 W. 9th St. • Yankton, SD 57078
Local Phone: 665-7080 • Toll Free: 800-834-7081

(Any additional average size room is $18.50 each.)www.missourivalleyshopper.com

shop online at www.missourivalleyshopper.com


