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Yankton’s Place for 
Full Service on 

All Makes & Models!

Johnson
Electric, LLP

Gary R. Johnson
Rick Merkel • Ben Merkel
 •  Rural  •  Residential  •  Commercial

• Electrical • Telephone
• We Trench H20 Lines, Footing & Electric Lines

• Our Bucket Truck Reaches 50’ PLUS
• We Set Poles

FAST COURTEOUS SERVICE
214 CAPITAL ST., YANKTON

605-665-5686

In recent years, more
and more people have
embraced organic products
as a part of their daily diet.
Whereas a decade ago
grocery stores may not have
had any organic products,
nowadays most grocery
stores offer an abundance of
organic items, and not just
those in the produce
section. Organic dairy
products have increased in
popularity, and many stores
now even sell organic
frozen pizzas.

So why such a quick
turnaround with respect to
how consumers feel about
organic products? Perhaps
consumers realized that
organic products have
proven friendly not only to
the environment, but to
people and animals as well.

MEDICAL BENEFITS
Organic agriculture can

be considerably healthier
than crops grown in a
traditional fashion.
Traditional ways of raising
crops have involved the use
of pesticides, fertilizers,
herbicides and fungicides.
These chemicals produce
toxic residue that is found
on the fruit and vegetables
people eat every day. This
residue makes fruits and
vegetables unnecessarily
unhealthy, in particular to
infants and children, whose
immune systems are not as
strong as those of their
adult counterparts.
Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) reports
indicate that 90 percent of
fungicides are carcinogenic,
while 60 percent of
herbicides and 30 percent of
insecticides could
potentially cause cancer.

People are also at
heightened risk of drinking
contaminated water the
more such chemicals are
used to grow fruits and
vegetables. Agricultural
runoff is one of the leading

contributors to
contaminated water
supplies, which pose great
health risks to those who
drink or even cook with tap
water.

But the risk associated
with traditional, as opposed
to organic, methods of
farming is not restricted
solely to fruits and
vegetables. Treating farm
animals with supplemental
hormones could prove
highly detrimental to
anyone who consumes the
products of such animals. A
1998 study from researchers
at the Harvard Medical
School, for example, found
that the hormone IGF-1 is
a potent risk factor for
prostate cancer. That's
particularly alarming when
considering that traditional
farming methods routinely
called for treating cows
with recombinant bovine
growth hormone, which
results in a two- to tenfold
increase in levels of IGF-1.
Because organic farming
methods do not involve the
use of hormones, this is not
a problem for those who
purchase organic dairy
products.

BENEFITS TO ANIMALS
Animals raised in

accordance with traditional
farming methods often pay
the ultimate price. Because
they are fed diets high in
grain to promote fast
growth, commercially
raised cattle receive less
fiber than their natural
diet calls for. This often
results in high acid
buildup, making the cattle
more susceptible to
bacteria such as E. coli
and, in some instances,
more likely to suffer
sudden death.

Chickens can also be
victimized by traditional
farming methods.
Breeding chickens by
traditional means often
requires them to be
placed in very limiting
cages that do not afford
them any room to move.
In addition, they are bred
to gain weight far faster
than nature calls for.
While they gain the
weight, their heart and
lungs are not capable of
supporting the rapid
growth. Couple that with
the unnatural conditions
in which they are raised,
and their compromised
immune system is facing
an uphill battle, one that
requires the use of
antibiotics to keep them

alive. This use of
antibiotics is not allowed
in organic farming,
making for healthier
poultry and healthier
animals as well.

To learn more about
organic products and
their impact on the

environment, visit the
Environmental Protection

Agency Web site at
www.epa.gov.  

RON’S AUTO GLASS INC.
We Fix Tractor Cab Glass

Windshield Repair & Replacement
We Install Home, Auto & Business Glass

Locally Owned & Operated • Free Estimates
1915 Broadway • Yankton, SD (Next to Dairy Queen) • 605-665-9841

ENGINEERING

• Flat Bars   • Solid Bars • Angle Iron  •Channel Iron
• Round, Square & Retangle Tubing

• Many More types of steel to choose from

We Want to be Your Steel Supplier
Call us at 605-665-7532

EHRESMANN
For All Your 
Steel Needs!

4400 W. 31st St., Yankton, SD 57078

STEEL SPECIALSSTEEL SPECIALSHartington, NE
402-254-6529

PINKELMAN SALES, INC.
www.pinkelmansales.com
gpinkelman@hartel.net

Re-Invest in Your Operation
with 

Brock Grain Bins & Lester Buildings

 CALLL NOW! CALLL NOW! CALL NOW!
to get on the list to get 

your disc or finisher 
sharpened. We get very 

busy in the spring. 
We do rolling or grinding. 

30 years experience.
BOER BOOTSMA

712-729-3216
712-260-7209

Yankton Home & 
Garden Repair

3302 West 8th St.
 605-665-2521

Oil Change • Filter  
Sharpen Blade  

Spark Plug

 Springg Tuneup   $ 49 95Spring Tuneup $4995

 Offering

Dixon • Echo 
 Dolmar

All Makes & Models!

Organics beneficial to humans and animals, too

Organic farming pays well known dividends for the environment, but is also beneficial to the
health of both humans and animals.


