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Sending the kids packing

I should have known
better. Of course, I
should have. I
don’t know what I
was thinking.

I asked my kids
to pack one bag for
themselves with the
things they’d need
for our trip to
Hawaii.

Yes, I was start-
ing the process way
before I had to, but
I’'ve never been a
last-minute sort of
person. I needed to
know where the
gaps in our pre-
paredness were
going to be before it
was too late to do
something about it.
What if somebody
didn’t have a swim-
ming suit that fit?
I needed to know
that now. Though,
I’'m not sure where
I'd buy a swimming
suit in February...
but I'll cross that
bridge when I come
to it.

I learned very
quickly that there
is a huge difference
between what I
think is necessary
for a trip to Hawaii
and what my kids
think is necessary.

I told them how
long we were likely
to be there and
what the tempera-
tures were likely to
be. Was I wrong to
think that if they
packed their own
bag, there would be
a few less tasks
that I had to do?

The answer is
yes, I was wrong.

My fourteen-year
old intended to
travel light where
clothes are con-
cerned. He was
bringing two pairs
of swimsuits and
three t-shirts. I
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asked him if he
intended to change
his underwear be-
tween showers.

“We get to take
showers?” he asked.

That wasn’t the
point I was trying
to make, but can I
help if he piles on
the points before I
get a chance to
address them?

“Of course, there
will be showers.
Now, back to the
underwear.”

“What about
them?”

“Where are
they?”

“If I pack under-
wear, I won’t have
room for my tele-
scope and my metal
detector.”

“We’re not setting
up a science lab in
Hawaii! Besides, if
you don’t wear un-
derwear, they’ll
make you dance at
the luau!”

He looked suffi-
ciently horrified.

There would be
underwear in his
bag.

My daughter was
well-prepared
clothes-wise. Girls
tend to think ahead
that way. She may
have been better
prepared than me,
in fact. She found
it necessary to pack
a bag of Cheetos,
some Lifesaver
candies and
Bandaids. Appar-
ently, they don’t
have these things
in Hawaii. Better
safe than sorry.
She also wanted to
bring a huge fly
swatter “to use on
all those tarantu-
las.”

“You’ve been talk-
ing to your brother
about tarantulas,
haven’t you?”

“Yes, and did you
know they can
shoot missiles out
their rear ends if
you make them
mad?”

With a sigh, I
told her that the
best way to handle
a rogue tarantula
was with Cheetos.
One bite and they’d
keel over - like
anyone who ate
those vile bits of
cheesy-flavored salt
balls should.

Feeling fully
prepared for any-
thing, including a
tarantula invasion,
my daughter zipped
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up her bag.

My youngest
child did not think
clothing was an
important compo-
nent of a packed
bag. In fact, when I
checked on him to
see how he was
doing, I found
everything except
clothes in his bag.

I pulled out Fuz-
zles, his stuffed
dog, a Game Boy
complete with
games, one orange
crayon (in case he
wanted to color.).
He did not pack
anything to color on
so0... not sure what
his plan was. I took
the crayon out. If
there is no paper,
kids can get annoy-
ingly creative with
crayons and I didn’t
want any “creativ-
ity” happening at
30,000 feet in the
air.

He packed a plas-
tic shovel for the
beach, which was
logical, and a blan-
ket, in case our
lodgings did not
have any (not logi-

420016, auto,A/C, tilt, cruise,
plwindows, p/locks, p/seats,
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cal). He brought a
Ziploc baggie full of
Legos because no
one knows what
might happen if
there are no Legos
with which he may
play. This same
baggie contained
the uneaten half of
a Little Debbie’s
Zebra Cake that he
decided he might
need in Hawaii. He
apparently couldn’t
get it all the way to
the bag without
taking a bite first.

He brought his
Cub Scout compass
in case the plane
got lost and a two-
liter bottle for mes-
sages in case we
were stranded. It
was an island, after
all. Again, nothing
on which to write a
message.

Most importantly,
he told me, he was
bringing a jar of

water. I thought he
might think that
Hawaii didn’t have
any drinking water.
But no, he said he
was bringing the
water to put out the
fire if a volcano
should erupt while
we’re there.

Where to start
explaining?

Never mind. I
put the jar of water
back in his bag.

He was prepared
for almost every
circumstance except
the one where he
might need to get
dressed in Hawaii...
but what are the
chances of that
happening?

Laura Snyder is a nationally
syndicated columnist, author &
speaker.  You can reach Laura at
Isnyder@lauraonlife.com Or wvisit
her website www.lauraonlife.com
for more info.
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2010 Pontiac G6
4 ¢yl auto, A/C, tilt, cruise, AM/IFM CD,
plwindows, p/locks, 9K

2010 Chevrolet Traverse LT
All Wheel Drive

3.5LV6, auto, A/C, tilt, cruise, AM/FM CD, plwindows, pllocks, p/seats,

leather heated seats, sunroof, remote starter, quad seating, OnStar, 12K
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2006 Scion TC

4 ¢yl. 5 spd., AIC, cruise, p/windows, pllocks,
alum. wheels, sunroof, local trade in, 65K
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2008 Chevrolet HHRLT
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4.2LV6,auto,AIC, tilt, cruise, AM/IFM CD, leather seats,
quad seating, rear entertainment system, p/sliding doors,
one owner local trade in, [05K
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there.” ‘
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