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Home Country

‘Seven Dog Slim’ hits the trail

This Saturday, I'll
dig around in the
closet and pull out an
especially large, puffy,
gold-colored down
parka. It’s stained
here and there, and
the zipper hasn’t
worked since 1985, but
the toggles and loops
still hold it together. It
was made for me by a
special lady back in
1972, when a bunch of
half-frozen idiots got
together to plan a very
long, cold camping trip
known as the Iditarod
Sled Dog Race across
a thousand miles of
Alaska.

Hopefully, it’ll be
cold enough here for
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me to wear the parka
once again. because
my thoughts will be
thousands of miles
away in Anchorage
with men and women
and sleds and dogs
and pickup trucks
with dog boxes on the
back. On the first
Saturday in March,
since the first one in
1973, the longest race
of its kind will begin
once again, and part of
me will be there, just
as it has been for
nearly 40 years now.

Oh, I didn’t do too
well in that first race,
back in ’73. For one
thing, I was known as
a “recreational
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musher.” And I was.
Our cabin was more
than 12 miles from the
nearest road, so we
used dogs to get back
and forth to the vil-
lage half the year. We
couldn’t afford to feed
75 dogs year round in
order to field a race
team of 16.

So I got one dog out
of the pound and
borrowed someone’s
house pet and added
them to my own five
and put together a
team of seven (the
minimum at that
time), which gave me
the moniker “Seven
Dog Slim” for many
years.

I crushed an ankle
300 miles into that
first race and the dogs
took me another 20
miles to a trapper’s
cabin where I was
picked up by an Army
helicopter. Oh, I made
it to Nome that first
year, but it was by air,
and as a pool reporter.
In following years I
flew the trail as a
minor race official and
reporter. My wife,
Pam, ran race head-
quarters.

On Saturday morn-
ing, I'll be feeling the
slamming cold wind of
the Susitna River
Valley blowing head-
on into my team as

Slim Randles

they wind sinuously
up the frozen Yentna
River toward Rainy
Pass. On Saturday
night, I'll be looking at
the dogs staked out
once again in my mind
as the fire thaws snow
for them to drink. I'll
see the Northern
Lights dance above
the Alaska Range,
even though I'm in a
house with electricity,
and I'll be so thankful

I once had the chance
to do that. And the
mushers and the dogs
and the volunteer
pilots will all be in my
prayers, because it’s
cold on that trail ...
and it’s a very long
way to Nome.

Brought to you by
“Sweetgrass Morn-
ings,” a collection of
outdoor memories, at
www.slimrandles.com.
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*Offers exclude Electrolux, Jenn-Air®, Dacor, Fisher & Paykel, floor care, sewing machines,
countertop microwaves, water heaters, air conditioners, air cleaners, humidifiers, dehumidifiers,
accessories, closeouts and Everyday Great Price items. Offers good thru 3/9/11.
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Upcoming Farm Equipment
Auctions

LATE MODEL JOHN DEERE DEALERSHIP
INVENTORY REDUCTION VIRTUAL AUCTION
Online Bidding starts Monday Feb 21st
Live Auction Ending Tuesday March 1st
Featuring Late Model, Low Hour Equipment. JD, CaselH, &
MF Combines & Heads, JD 4-wheel Drives & Track Tractors;
plus Air Drills, Planters, Sprayers, Balers, & More. See

www.GirardAuction.com for more info or call for free flyer.

GARDEN AND OUTDOOR STORAGE*

*0ffer excludes snow throwers, Everyday Great Price items,
generators and closeouts. Offer good thru 3/5/11.

2 50/0 ALL CRAFTSMAN"®
off MOWERS gusesmecare
E Use your Sears card and choose:

NO INTEREST IF PAID
IN FULL IN 12 MONTHS™

on total lawn & garden purchases over

$299 when you use a qualifying Sears card.
Interest will be charged to your account from the purchase date if the purchase balance
is not paid in full within 12 months or if you make a late payment. Offer good thru 4/2/11.
See below for important financing offer details.

OR 5% INSTANT SAVINGS™*
when you use a qualifying Sears card on total

lawn & garden purchases over $299.
Offer good thru 4/2/11. See below for details.

SPRING FARM MACHINERY CONSIGNMENT AUCTION

Friday March 25th
Located: Girard Auction Facilities, Wakonda, SD.
Consign Today! Tractors, Tillage Equipment, Livestock
Equipment, Planters, Haying Equipment, Trucks, Trailers,
Vehicles, Lawn Mowers, Tools & More. Call today to receive
full advertising benefits or email us your photos & listing!

Your neighborhood store - and so much more. Sears Hometown Store is the best of both worlds -
the value, selection and services you want, right in your neighborhood.

On eligible items.

FOR AN EVEN GREATER SELECTION SHOP SEARS.COM BuY ONLINE, PICK-UP AT YOUR LOCAL SEARS STORE  xcudes Aaska

O) VISIT US ONLINE AT: SearsHometownStores.com

Owned & Operated by: Toby & Kerry Woehl
2901 Broadway, Yankton + 605-665-7861
Monday-Friday: 9am-6:30pm ¢ Saturday: 9am-6pm ¢ Sunday: 11am-4pm

13TH ANNUAL COLLECTOR CAR & ANTIQUE
TRACTOR AUCTION
June 24-25
Located: Girard Auction Facilities, Wakonda, SD
Consignments are now being accepted! 100 Vehicles &
100 Tractors expected with buyers in attendance from
around the world!

IMPORTANT DEFERRED INTEREST DETAILS (WHEN OFFERED): FINANCE CHARGES accrue on a promotional purchase from the date of the purchase at the rate in effect from time to time and all accrued
FINANCE CHARGES for the entire promotional period will be added to your account if the purchase is not paid in full by the end of the promational period or if you default under your card agreement. Making
the minimum monthly payment will not pay off your promotional purchase in time to avoid FINANCE CHARGES. With credit approval, for qualifying purchases made on a Sears card (Sears Commercial One®
accounts excluded). Sears Home Improvement Account™ valid on installed sales only. Offer is valid for consumer accounts in good standing and is subject to change without notice. May not be combined with
any other promotional offer. Sears cards: APR up to 29.99%, but if your account has a variable APR, the APR is up to 29.99% as of 11/1/10 and may vary. Lower rates may apply. MINIMUM INTEREST
CHARGE: UP TO $2. An Annual Membership Fee of up to $59 may apply. See card agreement for details. Sears cards are issued by Citibank (South Dakota) N.A. Sears Solutions cards are issued by HSBC
Bank Nevada, N.A. Offer is only valid for consumer accounts in good standing. See card agreement for rates and minimum payment information applicable to your account. For New Sears Card accounts: As
of 11/1/10, APR for purchases 23.24%; Default APR 29.99% (rates may vary). Minimum FINANCE CHARGE: $2. See card agreement for details including description of the minimum payment calculation and
when the default rate applies. Offer is only valid for consumer accounts in good standing. See card agreement for rates and minimum payment information applicable to your account. The Sears Card is issued
by Citibank (South Dakota) N.A. Sears Solutions Cards are issued by HSBC Bank Nevada, N.A. Sears is a registered trademark of Sears Brands, LLC. Sale dates as noted on back unless otherwise indicated. This
advertisement includes many reductions, special purchases and items at our everyday low prices. Outlet stores excluded. Environmental surcharges extra. LAWN & GARDEN OFFER: **No interest offer applies
to total lawn & garden purchases over $299 after discounts and coupons. See our Important Customer Information above for Important Deferred Interest details. Offer good thru 4/2/11. ***5% cash back offer
excludes Everyday Great Price items and closeouts. Offer applies to total lawn & garden purchases over $299. Rebate calculated on purchase price of item, less all discounts, coupons, and reward certificates,
not including tax, delivery or installation. See store for details. Offer good thru 4/2/11. See sears.com for online rebate details.

For more info on any of these auctions or to consign, please call our
office toll free at 1-866-531-6186. We have been in the auction
business for over 40 years and been part of 6,000+ Auctions! Over
1,000 photos currently online at www.GirardAuction.com.
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Girard Auction & Land Brokers, Inc.
(605) 267-2421
www.GirardAuction.com

Toll Free: 1-866-531-6186

AUCTION & LAND BROKERS, INC.
P0 Box 358 *+ Wakonda, SD 57073 « (605) 267-2421

Marv Girard, BA #12399; Ken Girard, CAl, AARE Broker #10183; Mike Girard BA #13549



