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STRICTLY HARESAY

Whose Responsibility Is Accountability?

BY LISA HARE
lisa.hare @yankton.net

What does it say about
us as a nation that its citi-
zens aren’t particularly
surprised — or even very
concerned — when elect-
ed officials routinely get
caught with their hands in
the proverbial cookie jar?

Last week, the state
Commission on Public
Integrity charged New
York Gov. David Paterson
with violating state ethics
laws when he secured free
Yankees tickets to the
opening game of the
World Series last fall for
himself and others — this
after his still-current
domestic abuse scandal.

We read about these
things, shake our heads,

take anoth-
er bite of
toast and
turn the
| page to the
| next —
i often simi-

| lar — story.

: Professor
Lisa Hare Robert
Auerbach,
who served
as a banking committee
investigator, and as an
economist at the Treasury
Department and at the
Federal Reserve, wrote a
book entitled, “Deception
And Abuse At The Fed.” In
it, he claims that $5.5 bil-
lion was sent to Saddam
Hussein in the 1980’s —
money that allowed Iraq
to build up its military to
fight Iran prior to the first
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“The current lack of accountability and transparency in our lead-
ers on government spending is appalling. And my guess is, as long
as it’s allowed, it’'ll continue.”

Gulf War, and that turned
against us within a few
years.

Considering Auerbach’s
background, his con-
tentions hold some merit,
and in fact, they are solid-
ly backed by court rulings
and other evidence.

“Well,” we say. “Who
knew?” And “Anyway,
what can be done about it
now?”

Today, while nearly 10
percent of our population
is unemployed and
American businesses have
had to streamline and cut
back in order to survive,
our government is on the
biggest spending spree in
history. Right now, the
State Department is build-
ing a $1 billion embassy in
London — the most
expensive ever built. The
plans even include sur-
rounding the structure
with a moat. (One can
only surmise that in com-
plete absence of integrity,
fear and paranoia rule:
Beyond this point there be
dragons!) When Secretary
of State Hillary Clinton
was asked about this mas-
sive expenditure, she
claimed the funds for this
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were coming from the sale
of other properties.

The reasonable solu-
tion here that would strike
anyone with any common
sense like a well-delivered
blow upside the head with
a 2x4 is: If money can be
saved, then save it. Don’t
spend it on extravagances
overseas when people
back home can't find jobs
or pay bills.

Thankfully, I'm one of
the ones still working, still
earning a living. I present-
ly have two kids in col-
lege, and it’s an expensive
undertaking, but a worth-
while investment, [
believe. However, they
have a pretty significant
role in the deal. They keep
their grades up; they have
part-time jobs, making
their own contributions.
They must do their part,
and they’re being held
accountable.

If, for some reason,
things changed and it
looked like my hard-
earned money was funding
a fulltime party budget or
loaf time, my contribu-
tions to the education-
turned-funtime-fund would
cease abruptly.

The current lack of
accountability and trans-
parency in our leaders on
government spending is
appalling. And my guess
is, as long as it’s allowed,
it’ll continue.

Maybe we the citizens
of this great nation — the
trusting, tax-paying patri-
ots of the United States —
need to stop feeding the
federal funtime fund until
our government can be
more accountable.
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If Early Fall
Snows Stalled
Corn Harvest,
Try Grazing

LINCOLN, Neb. - Some
Nebraska corn growers are
still waiting to get out in the
field and finish harvesting
their crop.

However, a University of
Nebraska-Lincoln forage spe-
cialist says it might be a bet-
ter idea to allow cattle to
graze that corn.

“If early fall snows pre-
vented you from harvesting
all your corn, instead of
waiting for snow to melt and
the ground to either freeze
or dry out, try grazing,”
Bruce Anderson said.
“Grazing standing corn is
one way to finish harvest
early so preparation for next
year’s crop can begin. After
all, cattle can get into graze
much earlier than large har-
vest equipment.”

Cattle also will be able to
take advantage of corn ears
that fell to the ground.

When considering graz-
ing corn, cattle producers
first may want to feed cattle
corn to help the animals
adapt to a higher grain diet,
Anderson said.

In addition, producers
should limit the size of the
area animals have access to
so they don't run wild,
knocking down, trampling in
and wasting the valuable
feed.

Limiting the area can
involve daily strip grazing,
Anderson said.

e Use electric fences that
you reposition every day to
allocate only one day’s
worth of feed at a time,” he
said.

To determine how much
area to provide on a daily
basis, Anderson recom-
mends first estimating corn
grain yield.

¢ Each bushel of grain
you provide should support
about three cows for one
day, considering that they
also can eat much of the
corn forage but will have
some waste,” he said.
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