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BY TOM AND RAY
MAGLIOZZI

Dear Tom and Ray:
It was a rainy afternoon

... I had driven a couple of
miles when the car stalled.
I opened the hood and
stared at the engine. What
else is there to do? After 15
minutes and a few more
tries, the engine started
and I limped home. It was
really wet a few days ago,
and again the car just
would not start. I decide to
pop the distributor cap and
have a look. In the process,
the clip at the back of the
distributor broke off. Of
course, the friendly folks at
my VW dealership say the
clip is part of the distribu-
tor itself, not sold separate-
ly. Sigh. So I got another
distributor on eBay, and
went out to remove my old
one. No luck. It’s frozen to
the block and won’t budge.
So far, I have tried repeated
applications of PB Blaster
and Liquid Wrench. I have
tried prying it out with a
crowbar. I got the engine
running and let it run for a
while, hoping the heat from
the engine might help the
goop work. I also tried tap-
ping it with a hammer, and
when I couldn’t get a
decent swing due to tight
quarters, I moved up to an
air chisel, and tried to
rotate the base of the dis-
tributor with that. It is still
stuck solid. Any sugges-
tions for me? -- Jim

TOM: Well, these all
are things we would have
tried, Jim. Our next step

would have been to set the
car on fire.

RAY: No, you’ve far from
exhausted your options,
Jim. If you haven’t already
chiseled Teddy Roosevelt’s
profile into the distributor
with the air chisel, one
option is to simply forget
about the broken clip, and
glue a new distributor cap
to the base of the old dis-
tributor.

TOM: What we do is
coat the bottom edge of the
cap with a silicone adhe-
sive, and then use the
remaining clip and a couple
of wire ties to secure it.
And once that adhesive
sets, the distributor cap
won’t go anywhere.

RAY: If it’s already too
late for that (I’m guessing it
is), the next thing to try is,
with the cap off the distrib-
utor and the remaining
“good” clip folded out of
the way, grabbing the dis-
tributor with an oil-filter
wrench. An oil-filter wrench
has a round metal strap

that you can tighten, and is
specifically designed to
turn a round object.

TOM: If that doesn’t
work, then you start dou-
ble-teaming it. Engage a
friend, and have him apply
the oil-filter wrench while
you work the air chisel.
The air chisel also will cre-
ate vibrations, which may
allow the penetrant (the PB
Blaster or Liquid Wrench)
to work its way in. So keep
squirting more of that stuff
while you’re chiseling and
pushing.

RAY: If all that fails, you
can attack it from under-
neath. If you get the car up
on ramps, from underneath
the car you can apply the
air chisel to the bottom of
the distributor. That may
help work it loose.

TOM: But when you
start getting frustrated,
make sure you stop and
take a break, Jim. It’s easy
to take out your frustration
on the car, and become
overzealous. Remember,

you’re air-chiseling right
near the engine block, and
you don’t want to acciden-
tally get excited that you
sense movement, and then
realize you’ve just chiseled
off a piece of the block!

RAY: Right. That’ll result
in what we call a “$2,000
distributor clip.”

TOM: So fight with it,
but fight with it judiciously,
Jim. And when you get to
the point where you’re
stringing more than four
curse words in a row
before you get to the word
“distributor,” that’s the
time to wave the white flag
and take it to a profession-

al. Good luck.

Got a question about
cars? Write to Click and
Clack in care of this news-
paper, or e-mail them by
visiting the Car Talk Web
site at www.cartalk.com.
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NEW HARD-WORKING CASE IH TOOLS ARE
DESIGNED FOR HARD-WORKING PEOPLE.

We’ve created a new line of hand tools with the quality you expect from Case 

IH. These tools have been designed, engineered and priced to stand up to your 

toughest jobs while providing excellent value. And Case IH backs all tools with a 

lifetime replacement warranty for years of reliable performance. Visit us to see the 

complete lineup and the wide range of available sizes.

•  Wrenches and sockets fi nished in high-polished chrome plating for lasting 

wear resistance and beauty

• Screwdrivers feature chrome vanadium steel blades for extra power and 

molded grip handles for comfort

• Pliers made of chrome vanadium steel and heat-treated for strength and 

durability

• Tool chests made of double-layer heavy-duty steel to withstand tough, long-

term use

© 2005 CNH America LLC. Case IH is a registered trademark 

of CNH America LLC. All rights reserved.

Prototype designs shown.
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INTRODUCING THE ONLY TOOLS
TOUGH ENOUGH TO BE CASE IH.

JOIN US FOR OUR GRAND OPENING
Saturday, June 12th, 8AM–3PM

FREE Hot Dogs, Chips, & Pop (11AM–1PM)

4" Alpha Retaining Wall Blocks $1.30 (Normally $1.60)

4" Bullet Edgers 85¢ (Normally $1.05)

701 EAST 2ND ST. 665-0242


