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BY GARY HOWEY
Hartington, Neb.

When we headed north
for Devils Lake in mid-cen-
tral North Dakota, we had
no idea as to what we were
in for.

It could be three days of
good weather, poor fishing
or poor weather and good
fishing.

As anyone who does an
outdoor television series
can tell you, it’s not very
often that you expect it to
be excellent weather and
great fishing.

Well, that’s the way it
happened last week when
Team member Scott Ulrich
and I along with camera-
man Kyle Nickolite made
the trip north to the big
lake.

When I say big lake, I
mean big lake, as Devils
Lake is 177,100 surface
acres, covering about 208
square miles and growing.

Not good for the
landowners in the area, but
great for anglers as it cre-
ates miles of new water for
us to fish and structure
beyond belief as there are
flooded roads, railroad
tracks and acre upon acre
of flooded vegetation.

We met up with our
guides the folks from Perch-
Eyes Guide Service
www.percheyes.com
around 2:30 that afternoon
and were on the water by
3:30 looking for areas where
the wind was pounding into
the flooded vegetation.

Since the lake is so clear,
the fish were attracted to
the mudlines and the
warmer water temperatures
in those areas.

The plan was to pitch
Lindy Shadling crankbaits
and X-change jigs up into
the shallows of these areas,
hoping to entice the fish to
bite and bite they did!

Our guide on day one
was Jason Feldner who
knew the lake well and had
us on fish shortly after we
reached the north shore.

Because of all the flood-
ed vegetation in the lake,
the northern pike popula-
tion has done well, so any
bait that we tied on had to
be accompanied by a light
leader.

While Scott and I cast
Shadlings, Jason probed the
shallow water along the cat-
tails, connecting with a pike

on his third cast.
Not a giant, one around

10 pounds, but one that
thought it was larger than it
really was, as it went
around the front of the boat
as well as under it before it
was landed and released.

Shortly there after,
Scott’s collected the dollar
for the first walleye when
his Shadling was inhaled by
a nice 2-pound walleye, one
of the many taken during
the first day of our trip.

After five hours of pitch-
ing Shadlings and X-Change
jigs, our arms were sore as
we’d landed northerns up
to 10 pounds, white bass
over 2 pounds and walleyes
over 4 pounds, not a bad
day in anybody’s book.

On day 2, our guide
would be Kyle Clifton who
would take us to a new area
where we’d start out using
slip bobbers and leeches.

We started fishing the
ultra clear water in the
flooded timber, unfortunate-
ly, it was early in the day
and the water temps in the
timber hadn’t reached that
magic 59-60 degrees needed
to turn the fish on.

After several moves with
no luck slip bobber fishing,

we started looking for the
warmer water while pitch-
ing our Shadlings and X-
Change jigs up shallow.

Once again it was our
guide, using an X-change jig
connected with our first
fish of the day, another nice
pike.

It was my turn to collect
the dollar of the day for the
second walleye, by the way,
which I never received,
when a nice 18” fish tried to
tear up my Shadling while
ripping my rod out of my
hand, taking the bait right
at the boat.

The warmer dirtier
water was the key as we
hammered walleyes, white
bass and pike almost con-
tinually.

Before long, all three of
us in the boat were pitching
crankbaits up shallow with
our best bait on this trip
being the number 5 Lindy
Shadling Redtail and Golden
Shiner.

Two to three fish on at a
time was a common occur-
rence and after a while all
you heard was “Fish On.”

By the end of our sec-
ond day my cameraman
was earning his pay, jump-
ing back and forth trying to

catch all the action of the
fish being caught,

With the sun was setting
in the west; we were pitch-
ing cranks up into a wind-
blown cattail bed when I
had a jarring strike, one
that I couldn’t gain ground
on.

I managed to move the
fish away from the shore-
line, but then thought that
it had ran into a snag, as I
couldn’t budge the fish.

Our guide backed off on
the trolling motor, allowing
me to work the fish towards
the boat.

By the head shaking that
was going on, I didn’t think
it was another northern and
slowly moved it towards
the net.

When the fish came up,
it was pure bedlam as it
was a monster and seeing
the boat made a desperate
dive to shake loose the

Shadling in it’s mouth.
Finally I managed to get

the fish’s head out of the
water while our guide Kyle
worked it into the net.

The walleye had
engulfed the entire
Shadling, weighed in over 9
pounds and was the biggest
fish of the trip.

But it didn’t end there as
shortly after we took pho-
tos of the fish, Kyle con-
nected with another big
fish, this one over 8
pounds, another picture
fish.

What a trip, as in less
than 15 hours of fishing,
we’d boated over 200 fish,
an extraordinary trip, and
one that won’t be forgotten.

If you’re looking for a
great place to fish, a lake
that offers a smorgasbord
of fish species, you’ll want
to give Devils Lake a try; it’s
well worth the trip.

If you’d like more infor-
mation on the Devil’s Lake
area you can go to
www.devilslakend.com.

Gary Howey, Hartington,
Neb., is the producer/host of
Outdoorsmen Adventures
and the President of
Outdoorsmen Productions
LLC. For more information
on the outdoors check out
www.outdoorsmenadven-
tures.com.
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Guide Kyle Clifton (left) and Outdoorsmen Adventures host Gary Howey with the two
big fish taken on the Devils lake trip.


