
July 14, 2015 • Page 9shop online at www.missourivalleyshopper.com

Superior Farm Bins
•  Roofs withstand 8,000-pound snow loads, 90 mph winds
•  1,850 to 62,000 bushel capacities 
•  15- to 48-foot diameters 

Contact us today 

1-888- 995- 6595 
www.superiorbins.com

There’s                           About 

SUPERIOR
NOTHIng
STANDARD

100%
guaranteed

Did you know? Vaccines are for all of us—from babies to older adults. 

It won’t be long before a new school year begins. 

allPOINTS reminds parents and caregivers to make 
sure students are up-to-date on all immunizations. 

Check immunizations off 
your to-do list 

Call (605)260-0310 for an 

appointment.  Located at 409 Summit 
St. on the 3rd floor of the Avera Pavilion 

605-665-3720 • Yankton, SD605-665-3720 • Yankton, SD605-665-3720 • Yankton, SD

2013 Chevy Impala LT, remote start, 56K miles......$12,500
2013 Chevy Equinox, AWD, highway miles..............$14,900
2012 Ford Fusion SEL, V6, leather, white................$12,500
2011 Chevy Impala LT, leather, moonroof...............$13,900
2011 Chevy Impala LT, 45K miles, silver................$13,900
2009 Chevy Cobalt LT, 2dr, Red, 80K miles............$5,950

2011 Chevy Silverado C1500, W/T, Dark Gray........$12,500
2009 Chevy Colorado, 4x4, 5cyl., auto, Reg. cab....$12,500
2009 Chevy Colorado, Reg. cab, 4cyl, 76K miles....$8,900
2008 Chevy Colorado LS, Aluminum Wheels, 67K...$8,900
2007 Chevy Silverado LT, Reg. cab, Long box.........$9,500
2007 Chevy Silverado LT, 4x4, red, Full Power.........$12,500
1999 Ford F150, Ext. cab, V8, Clean......................$3,000

Vacation Cars & Working Trucks

 BASEBALL
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winner, and would have to 
come out to home plate after 
the game.

“I thought I was winning 
some money,” she joked 
later. Instead, she was 
presented with a ring by 
Mueller, and though Schmidt 
joked she didn’t remember 
actually saying ‘yes,’ the 
large crowd in attendance 
showered them with ap-
plause.

With the idea that every 
Crofton vs. Wynot amateur 
baseball game is more of an 
event than an actual sport-
ing contest, the Press & Da-
kotan sports staff decided to 
take its readers behind the 
scenes. We wanted to spend 
a few minutes with various 
people at the ballpark, from 
the managers and players, 
to fans, to concession stand 
volunteers, to ticket takers 
(a mother and daughter) 
at the front entrance, to 
umpires and everyone in 
between.

What follows is a kind 
of running diary during the 
night:

5:30 p.m. — Two hours 
before the game, there are 
two Crofton players in the 
dugout. Other than that, the 
park is empty.

5:35 p.m. — The real 
action this early before the 
game is at the hitting cage, 
behind the left � eld fence. 
Ben Hegge is throwing to 
cousin Brandon Hegge, but 
Ben won’t be doing more 
than that on this night. He 
pitched eight innings against 
Akron (Iowa) on Wednesday 
night. “No, I probably won’t 
play at all tonight,” Ben said.

5:49 p.m. — Bob Hegge 
is walking through the park, 
cleaning the trash from the 
bleachers. He’s wearing a 
Ringwood Hawks T-shirt, 
bearing the logo of the team 
his daughter, Amber, is play-

ing for down in Australia. 
Bob’s wife, Helene, is busy 
preparing the concession 
stand.

6:05 p.m. — Back at 
the hitting cage, Crofton 
manager Carl Schieffer is 
drilled in the sternum while 
throwing to one of his play-
ers. Any effect on Schieffer’s 
availability for the game? 
Not at all. He said earlier in 
the week he can remember 
missing only three games in 
his amateur career, which 
dates back to 1998. “And 
two of those were for my 
honeymoon,” Schieffer joked 
earlier in the day.

6:45 p.m. — Crofton start-
ing pitcher Rand Thygeson 
is doing long toss from the 
right-center � eld fence to 
Schieffer, who is standing 
along the third base line. 
That’s easily 300 feet away.

6:55 p.m. — The night got 
started early for Julie Steffen 
and her daughter, Anna. 
They were working the front 
entrance, taking money from 
spectators and directing 
traf� c into the lot. Normally, 
Anna (who works most eve-
ry Crofton game) arrives at 
the park at 6:45. “It’s a nice 
night and it’s a big game,” 
she said. In other words, the 

combination of the post-
game � reworks show and 
a traditionally-competitive 
showdown means a large 
crowd. “This is typical small 
town America baseball,” 
says Julie, as she approach-
es an incoming vehicle.

7:15 p.m. — The two 
umpires, Miles Death (home 
plate) and Jason Vaith (bas-
es), make their way to the 
� eld. For Vaith, a Scotland 
native, it’s a change of pace 
for him. “It’s a lot different 
than playing,” said Vaith, 
who had surgery on his right 
arm and is not playing this 
summer. Will he return to 
action next year? “That’s the 
plan,” he said.

7:31 p.m. — First pitch 
from Thygeson is a strike to 
Wynot’s Chase Rolfes.

8:15 p.m. — The � rst run 
of the game comes on a Kyle 
Mueller single in the bottom 
of the third inning, scoring 
Tyler Zimmerman.

8:20 p.m. — Perhaps 
nobody knows the history of 
Crofton baseball better than 
Marv Hegge. The 79-year-old 
Crofton resident not only 
attends nearly every game 
at the Crofton Baseball Park, 
but he can clearly remember 
every detail from his playing 

days.
“Baseball’s always been 

big in Crofton,” Hegge said, 
as he watched the action. 
“We all always joke that 
Crofton people talk baseball 
on New Year’s Eve.”

Hegge started playing 
with the Bluejays out of high 
school in 1953, back when 
the Bluejays were a semipro 
team. “We had players from 
all over,” he said. “We used 
to say we had three teams, 
‘one here, one coming and 
one going.’”

The only problem was, 
the baseball � eld in Crofton 
was far from � rst-class.

The team’s manager said 
he wore out two Pontiacs 
dragging the in� eld, Hegge 
said. “There were broken 
Coke bottles and pieces of 
brick,” he said. “The in� eld 
was horrible.”

Crofton asked the city 
for some help with facilities, 
but Hegge said there wasn’t 
much support provided. 
From there, a baseball or-
ganization was formed, with 
membership fees going to-
ward facility improvements 
— Hegge was the group’s 
� rst president.

“Things started to gel,” 
he said. “It all steadily im-
proved.”

Not only is amateur base-
ball a popular draw in the 
small town, but baseball at 
all levels (including Ameri-
can Legion) has a long tradi-
tion of success — its � eld 
certainly plays a key role.

“We’re really proud of our 
facility,” Hegge said. “Eve-
ryone from different teams 
comment on how nice it is.”

9:07 p.m. — The only 
delay to this point is a car 
behind the � rst base dugout 
with its lights on. A minute 
later, the lights were off and 
the bottom of the seventh 
inning resumed.

9:12 p.m. — Crofton’s 
Mason Mueller hits an RBI 
single, scoring Alex Mueller 
and the Bluejays take a 2-0 
lead in the seventh.

9:14 p.m. — The Bluejays 
add another run, on a Tyler 

Zimmerman RBI double, 
pushing the lead to 3-0. That 
chases Wynot pitcher Scott 
Morrison.

9:16 p.m. — Overheard by 
a visitor to the press box: “I 
don’t know how they do it, 
but these two teams always 
bring their ‘A’ games.”

9:40 p.m. — Thygeson 
strikes out Clif Kephart to 
end the game. He allowed 
� ve hits and struck out 11 
batters.

9:46 p.m. — Crofton’s 
Kyle Mueller surprised his 
girlfriend, Lakyn Schmidt, 
with a proposal at home 
plate during a fake raf� e 
ticket promotion. Schmidt 
walked out to the � eld with 
the couple’s son, Reed, 
assuming she won money. 
Nope, there was a ring wait-
ing for her instead. Schmidt 
said yes, and the crowd 
— with the news from PA 
announcer Joe Van Goor — 

JAMES D. CIMBUREK/P&D
ABOVE: Even while the game is going on, there is a lot of activity outside the stadium. Here, youngsters play be-
hind the field while they wait for foul balls. 
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Change What You Eat - Change How You FeelChange What You Eat - Change How You Feel

Charity 
Schantz

Hy-Vee 
Health 
Market

Manager

• Weight Loss
• Heart Disease

• Diabetes
• Gluten-free 

and other food 
intolerances

• Other Nutrition 
concerns

Prices Good July 14 - 27

Personal Nutrition Counseling
Come to Hy-Vee for individual nutrition counseling when you need a special diet or 

your physician recommends you make diet changes.

Kenny 
Tomek
Hy-Vee
Dietitian

Organic Prairie 
Grass Fed 

ground beef

Elmhurst Natural
Banana Water

NON GMO 
ingredients and 
less than 200 

calories!

Pirates 
Booty

Think Thin 
Oatmeal

2¢

Family Size New! 

$419

$799

GLUTEN-FREE
AISLE IN 

THE HEALTH MARKET

10 oz. bag

Baked, not fried. 
No arti� cial 

colors, � avors, or 
preservatives

Excellent 
source of 
potassium 

and 
only 70 
calories!

2/300

10% 
OFF


