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Home Country

Sitting by as the
baby bird parished

When we first no-
ticed the baby spar-
row, here at the house,
it saddened us all. He
had fallen from his
nest and was slowly
walking around the
front yard under the
tree while his mother
and father had an
absolute fit.

We knew we were
looking at a dead baby
bird, as it was only a
question of who does
it, where it is done,
and how long before it
happens. Years of
experience in these
kinds of things have
taught us the finality
of a baby bird falling
out of a tree. Would
the end come from a
cat, or from a raccoon
wandering up from
Lewis Creek, or a
snake? One of the
problems with being a
baby bird is that
almost everything
with teeth wants to
eat you, and if you
can’t fly, there’s not
much you can do
about it. We learned
that picking the baby
up and putting him
back in the nest
wouldn’t work, so we
were forced to just
watch his timid move-
ments around the
yard and whisper to
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health care needs!
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Physicals

- DOT Physical

- Pre-Employment
Physicals

- Pre-Op Exams

Call

(605) 260-2100
for your appointment

1101 Broadway, Suite 103A

him, “I'm sorry, pal.”

You might think
that the older we get,
the tougher our shells
become to these little
natural tragedies, but
it doesn’t seem to
work that way. Maybe
it’s because we’ve now
had children of our
own, and grandchil-
dren, too. Maybe
that’s why it actually
hurts more to see a
helpless baby bird
today than when we
were 11 and riding
our bikes on the river
trails. Back then we
were bulletproof,
flexible, and immortal.
But we learned things
over the years. We
saw people our age
die. We saw younger
people die. We accu-
mulated our own little
collection of personal
tragedies.

Then the baby
found the drain spout.

Slim Randles

Yep, that little rascal
hopped into the drain
spout coming off the
roof and had sense
enough to stay in
there, coming to the
edge of his “cave” only
for meals from his
anxious mother. A
week later, I thought I
recognized him sitting
on a tree branch,
looking smug. He

2004 Chevy S10
Crew Cah 4x4

Full Power, Dual Power & =%=
Heated Leather Seats,
White, Very Nice!
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wasn’t in the drain
spout and I didn’t see
any feathers around
on the ground.

We live in an age
of small miracles.

Sponsored by: www.pear-
sonranch.com. Farm
direct, delicious,
California navel &
Valencia oranges.

Tony and Donna Ellis
605-665-3720 ¢ 1200 Ellis
Road, Yankton, SD 57078
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New Case-IH WRX 301 Wheel Rakes
12-14-16 Wheel - In stock - Ready To Go
New Rotary Rakes in Stock

* New Hay Equipment *
* 0% Financing and Cash Rebates
— New Case-lH RBX564 Round Balers
— New Case-lH WDX-SP Windrowers
— New Case-H Pull-Type Windrower

— New Case-IH LBX333 - Lg. Sq. Baler

HARVEST HEADQUARTERS
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*New 6088 AND 7088 Combines AVAILABLE
* 2003 - CIH 2388 - Loaded - 1300 Hrs. - 30" Tires
* USED John Deere 9550 Combine - 1500 Hrs. - Clean
* USED John Deere 9410 Combine - 1998 - 1700 Hrs.
* USED Case-IH 2588 Combine - Duals - Loaded
* HEADER TRAILERS - 20 -25- 30 ft. Sizes
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Everything For Hay

TWINE PARTS

We’ll meet or beat all
advertised prices
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* Hew Holland ¢ McDon

- Round Baler -
16000 Sisal........cccoverunene $32.95
20000 Plastic..........ccc.... $21.95
Biodegradable - 20K...... $22.95
67” x 7000 Net Wrap......... $220

Big Square Plastic
350 and 440 IN STOCK
* Pallet Qty Discounts
* Truckload Pricing

| Great Guard Prices! |

9ft. Balanced Head
Mower Sickles $79.95

Finger Wheel Rake Parts
Baler Belting
Everything for Hay!!
DISC MOWER PARTS

Mark’s Machinery Inc

3211 East Hwy. 50 745 E. Hwy .46
Yankton, SD 57078 Wagner, SD

Two locations

Liquor Store Hours

Morgen Square

109 W 3rd St., Yankton >
FREE Customer Parking Monday-Friday 8:30-6:00
Phone: 605-665-7865 Saturday, 8:30-5:00
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605-665-4540 605-384-3681
800-526-8095 800-693-1990

Yankton, SD to serve you!

LWalk—Ins WelcomeJ

w5y capimaL www.marksinc.com
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Find your answer in the Missouri Valley Shopper — in print and online!
Go to www.missourivalleyshopper.com or call 605-665-7811.
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