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DAVE SAYS:

Travel sports are a luxury, not a necessity

Dear Dave,

My husband lost his
job a few months ago.
He’s found another one
since then, but we're
still trying to rebuild
our finances. At the
same time, our daugh-
ter plays softball on a
travel team. It’s a great
character-building
experience, but the costs
involved can be pretty
high. Do you think we
should cut down on the
travel team activities
for a while? — Natasha

Dear Natasha,

You're right. Playing
sports can be a great
part of the character-
building process. But
she can learn character
lessons playing in a
softball league at your

local park. She doesn’t living playing softball. n’t give us a reason why they won’t tell you is (broken rings, chains, any jewelry and gold teeth)
have to travel all over Even if she is that good, she thought it was that there’s virtually - COIN BUYER
the place to learn those  she can still sharpen stupid, but we couldn’t nothing there by the

spend some money to
help encourage their
hobbies and interests.
That comes with the
territory, and it should
be a fun and rewarding
experience for everyone.
You just have to take a
look at your financial
situation — and the
kid’s desires and abili-
ties — and make sure
it’s a reasonable
amount of money.

In your situation,
playing on a travel
team right now is a
luxury. You don’t need
to be footing the bill for
hotel rooms and gas
and stuff while you’re
trying to get back on
solid ground financially.
Chances are, this child
is not going to make a

her skills in a home

I'm not opposed to
kids playing on these
kinds of teams per se.
But you can’t allow the
cost and time involved
to undermine the needs
of your family or blow
your budget! — Dave

DAVE EXPLAINS
PAYING OFF THE
HOUSE

Dear Dave,

My wife and I are
following your plan, and
we're in the middle of
paying off our debts
using the debt snowball.
When we told my
mother-in-law that by
doing this we'd be able
to pay off our house
within 10 years, she
told us that would be a
stupid move. She could-

convince her otherwise.

How can we explain
things to her? — Jason

Dear Jason,

Okay, she’s telling
you it’s a bad idea, but
she has no idea why it’s
a bad idea? It sounds to
me like she’s the dumb
one if she thinks you
should behave a certain
way, but can’t even tell
you why. If someone
can’t tell you why they
have an argument
against something, then
they have no argument
in the first place!

A lot of talking heads
think it’s smart to not
pay off your home.
They’ll tell you things
like it’s better to borrow
money against your
house and invest it in
the stock market. What

and taxes. Why in the
world would you take a
chance on losing your
home over something
like that?

Another line they’ll
throw out is that you
don’t want to lose your
tax deduction. This
one’s really silly! If you
have a $200,000 loan at
five percent interest,
you’'ll pay about $10,000
a year in interest. Now,
let’s also say you make
$70,000 a year, and
you're in the 25 percent
tax bracket. That
$10,000 tax deduction is
saving you $2,500 in
taxes. In essence, you're
sending $10,000 to the

mortgage company to
keep from sending the
government $2,500.
That’s pretty stupid!
You’d be better off to be
debt-free and give
$10,000 to some charity
or your church. That
way, you'll save on taxes
and do some good with
the money.

By paying off your
home, you decrease risk
and gain a ton of secu-
rity! — Dave

* For more financial
help, please visit daver-
amsey.com.
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kinds of things.

If you have kids,
there’s a pretty good
chance you’re going to
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town league until you
guys are back on your
feet.
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Pat Hawk Has Come Back
To The Moody Motor Family
And Is Taking The Hammer
To Our Already Low Prices!

Take A Look At
PAT'S PICKS THIS WEEK

2006 MERCURY
MONTEGO

2007 CHEVY 1500
CREW CAB 4X4

$16:995
*13,995
1500 QUAD CAB

2006 CHEVY

TRAILBLAZER ?2 FORD

4X4
PS

2008 CHEVY 2007 FORD
IMPALA EDGE SEL

27,000 miles

*13,995

2009 FORD

Leather

*12,995

i 7

Leather

*19,995

2010 FORD F-150
SUPERCREW 4X4

12,995
YUKON DENALI .

TV/DVD, moonroof \/6, automatic 4x4, XLT

$21,500(°23,995|°25,995|°25,995|°28,995

MOODY MOTOR GO.
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