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Home Country

What is really a name anyway?

We’d finished coffee
and were committing
loiter in the Mule
Barn truck stop’s
parking lot before go-
ing fishing when Jan-
ice Thomas came over
to see Doc.

“Mornin’ boys! Hey
Doc, I'm curious,” said
our local art teacher.
“When I moved here,
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your wife introduced
herself to me as Mrs.
Doc. You know, I never
did get her first
name.”

“Well ...” Doc said,
“that’s the name she
goes by. Ever since we
got married, she
wants people to call
her that.”

We looked at each
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other. We'd never
known her by any
other name, either.

“She has to have a
first name, Doc,” Jan-
ice said.

“I think everyone
does. I think Elvis
had a first name, too,”
Doc said. “But my
wife, well, she’s kinda
touchy about hers.
But she does have
one, you know.”

“What is it, Doc?”
said Herb. “I never
knew it, either.”

“When Mrs. Doc
was born,” Doc said,
“her folks stuck her
with a name that
would drive most peo-
ple to maim their par-
ents. She messed
about with a bunch of

nicknames when she
finally got old enough
to be embarrassed,
but they didn’t take.
Does she look like a
Cookie to you? Yeah.
Me, either. So when
we got married, she
called herself Mrs.
Doc.”

“Hermione?” asked
Dud. Doc shook his

head. “Murgatroyd?”
asked Herb. Nope.
“Phalarope?” asked
Dud, again.
“Phalarope?” we
said.

“It’s a kind of bird,”
Dud said. Doc just
shook his head.

“Look,” said Doc,
“it’s just one of those
old-fashioned names
that nobody would
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“NO INTEREST
IF PAID IN FULL
IN 6 MONTHS®

on total tractor purchases when
you use a qualifying Sears card
Interest will be charged to your account from the
purchase date if the purchase balance is not paid
in full within 6 months or if you make a late
payment. Offer good thru 7/29/10.
See below for important
financing offer details.

*No interest offer applies to total tractor
purchases after discounts and coupons.
See our Important Customer Information

Offer good thru 7/29/10.
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IMPORTANT DEFERRED INTEREST DETAILS (WHEN OFFERED): FINANCE CHARGES accrue on a promotional purchase from the date of the purchase at the rate in effect from
time to time and all accrued FINANCE CHARGES for the entire promotional period will be added to your account if the purchase is not paid in full by the end of the promotional

period or if you default under your card agreement. Making the minimum monthly payment will not pay off your promotional purchase in time to avoid FINANCE CHARGES.
With credit approval, for qualifying purchases made on a Sears card (Sears Commercial One® accounts excluded). Sears Home Improvement Account™ valid on installed sales
only. Offer is valid for consumer accounts in good standing and is subject to change without notice. May not be combined with any other promotional offer. Sears cards: APR
up to 26.49%, but if your account has a variable APR, the APR is up to 29.99% as of 4/5/10 and may vary. Lower rates may apply. MINIMUM INTEREST CHARGE: UP TO $2.
An Annual Membership Fee of up to $59 may apply. See card agreement for details. Sears cards are issued by Citibank (South Dakota) N.A. Sears Solutions cards are issued
by HSBC Bank Nevada, N.A. Offer is only valid for consumer accounts in good standing. See card agreement for rates and minimum payment information applicable to your
account. For New Sears Card accounts: As of 4/5/10, APR for purchases 23.24%; Default APR 29.99% (rates may vary). Minimum FINANCE CHARGE: $2. See card agreement

Sears

Hometown Store

for details including description of the minimum payment calculation and when the default rate applies. Offer is only valid for consumer accounts in good standing. See card
agreement for rates and minimum payment information applicable to your account. The Sears Card is issued by Citibank (South Dakota) N.A. Sears Solutions Cards are issued
by HSBC Bank Nevada, N.A. Sears is a registered trademark of Sears Brands, LLC. Sale dates as noted on back unless otherwise indicated. This advertisement includes many

reductions, special purchases and items at our everyday low prices. Outlet stores excluded. Environmental surcharges extra.
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Slim Randles

ever name a girl any
more, and she can’t
stand it. If T told you
what it was, this town
would be without a
doctor by morning.”

Dud scratched his
chin. “Old fashioned
... hmmm, hey, I got
it! Pocahontas!”

Nope.

So then Janice
said, “Well, Doc, I
know there are mo-
ments you know,
personal moments,

when there are just
the two of you to-
gether, and it’s ro-
mantic, if you get my
drift. What do you call
her then?”

Doc smiled. “I call
her ‘Yes Dear’.”

Sponsored by:
www.pearsonranch.co
m. Farm direct, deli-
cious, California navel
& Valencia oranges.
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