
Penn State’s head football
coach Joe Paterno is fired after
46 seasons, along with the uni-
versity president over their han-
dling of a child sex abuse alle-
gations against former coach
Jerry Sandusky. Two other uni-
versity officials also stepped
down following grand jury
indictments.

November 14
Kaiser Heating & Cooling

and KPH Heating & Air
Conditioning have merged.
Chris Frick and Doug Dykstra
are the owners. The new busi-
ness will work with heating,
cooling, geothermal, fireplaces,
residential and commercial
services, air quality and other

products.
November 21

Sacred Heart Catholic
Church and the middle school
celebrated the expansion of
there new $5.8 million project.
Bishop Paul Swain of Sioux
Falls blessed the facility during
a dedication ceremony yester-
day.

November 23
Avon elementary school has

received the National Blue
Ribbon School award for 2011.
Avon teachers Tina Cameron
and Loretta Knodel made a trip
to Washington, DC to receive
the awards. Only 3 schools in
South Dakota and 305 in the
nation qualified in 2011 for the

honor that denotes academic
excellence or success in clos-
ing achievement gaps.

December 2011
December 3

One time GOP Republican
front-runner for president
Herman Cain suspended his
campaign amid allegations of
sexual improprieties, which he
denies.

Area native Matt Varilek, a
Democrat, entered the 2012
race for South Dakota’s lone
U.S. House seat.  He has been
Senator Tim Johnson’s eco-
nomic development director for
the last seven years.

December 6
The new 200 foot Gurney

Building Boardwalk featuring
portions of the iron railing that
once lined the top deck of the
Meridian Bridge was recently
completed. Paul Lowrie, a man-
aging member of the Gurney
Redevelopment Group said he
and his partners felt the railing
in the appropriate place since
D.B. Gurney played a huge role
in getting the Meridian Bridge
built.

December 9
The Yankton Rotary Club is

90 years old. The Yankton
Rotary Club still continues the
same goals that were part of
the club’s formation- promotion
of friendship, business develop-
ment, personal growth, leader-
ship growth and citizenship to
the community. One of the cur-
rent members J. Charles
Levinger is the descendant of
William Fantle on of the founder
members of the club.

December 13
Yankton Chiropractor, Larry

Jones, 63, plead guilty to
Medicare and Medicaid fraud
and was sentenced to five
years probation and ordered to
pay a $5,000 fine. Jones recent-
ly admitted to making false
claims to Medicare and
Medicaid from 2005 to 2011. 

December 14
Gladys Merkwan, 89, of

Yankton died from injuries she
sustained in a mobile home fire
yesterday, neighbors who alert-
ed authorities spotted the fire.

December 15
The flag flow by U.S. forces

in Iraq was lowered at the
Baghdad airport ceremony
marking the official end of the
war that left 4,500 Americans
and 110,000 Iraqis dead and
cost more than $800 billion.

December 17
Avera Sacred Heart

Hospital is hoping to win the
official bid for a 50 bed
Veterans Home to be built here
in Yankton. Currently the only
facility in South Dakota is locat-
ed in Hot Springs.

December 18
The last convoy of armored

U.S. troops left Iraq crossing
into Kuwait in darkness, the
final moments of a nine-year
war.

December 19
North Korean leader Kim

Jong II has died, he was 69. He
inherited power from his father
17 years ago.  North Korea has
been grooming Kim’s third son
to take over power from his
father. South Korea put its mili-
tary on “high alert”.

December 21
The U.S. Army Corp of

Engineers did what they could
with the record flooding that
occurred on the Missouri River
this year. Experts say climate
changes are happening more
frequently and are larger. The
Corp said the flooding cost over
$630 million in damages to the
levees, dams and channels built
to control the river.

The Vermillion Guard unit
has received its orders for
deployment to Afghanistan in
2012. They have been on alert
since last month.

Trey and Jenny Krier who
were married this summer are
the new coaching duo at
Gayille-Volin for the girls’ bas-
ketball team. Both Jenny and
Trey played basketball for
Mount Marty College in
Yankton. The two met at
O’Gorman High School and
attended Mount Marty College
together. 

December 26
The Press & Dakotan made

Newseum’s Top Ten pages for
today for the 2011: The Year of
the flood front-page article.

December 27
A change in the state law

will allow people to buy and
shoot fireworks form December
28-31st. 

The Yankton County EMS
and Avera Sacred Heart
Hospital will be working togeth-
er and have hired Dr. Scott
Hiltunen as the new Yankton
County EMS Director.

Hundreds of people have
been taking advantage of the
unseasonably warm conditions
to take holiday strolls across
Meridian Bridge, Yankton flirted
with a record high Monday,
temperature at 54 degrees,
three degrees short of the
record of 57 degrees reached in
1963. 

December 29
A structure fire east of

Yankton caused more than
$100,000 in damages.
Firefighters responded to a call
at a shop along Ellis Road, east
of Yankton. Lost in the fire were
tractors, cars and tools.

Nebraska Senator Ben
Nelson has decided not to run
for a third term. His decision not
to run will automatically makes
people think his seat will auto-
matically go to the Republicans,
who already hold the other four
seats in Nebraska’s congres-
sional delegation.

Rush-Co. of Springfield, SD
will begin expanding their oper-
ation by the use of a new 19.000
square foot building.  Joel
Humpal of Rush-Co. said it
would help with the production
of the company’s larger tarps.
More room is needed to make
them.

December 30
The Yankton Sack Pack

Program received a generous
donation from the Huether
Family-Mike, Cindy and Kylie.
Mike Huether, who is mayor of
Sioux Falls, and his wife Cindy
are originally from Yankton and
went to school in the Yankton
community.  Several other
groups also made donations
including Christ The King
Church, the Yankton High
School “YankTon” Challenge
Team and many more who have
donated funds to keep the pro-
gram going.
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 80
 YEARS IN BUSINESS

 1509 E. Hwy. 50, Yankton, SD
 605-665-3693 • 800-658-3388

 We’re more than just auto parts!
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 YEARS IN BUSINESS

 YANKTON REXALL DRUG STORE
 Pharmacy • Gift Shop • Liquor Shop & More

 109 W. 3rd Street, Historic Downtown Yankton • 605-665-7865
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  • Come to us for full service and parts     
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
for all your automotive needs!

 • We offer full machine shop service.
 • Free delivery to shops in Yankton.

 308 Capitol • Yankton,  SD • 605-665-3712
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 YEARS IN BUSINESS

 4th Generation Owners
 Unique & Affordable Accessories & Furniture

 109 East 3rd Street • Yankton, SD 
 (605) 665-4416 • (800) 798-4663

 413 Pierce St. • Sioux City, IA • (712) 252-7750

 501 Summit 
 Yankton, SD 

 (605) 668-8000 
 www.averasacredheart.com
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 Choose with Confidence
    Choose Avera Sacred Heart Hospital

 Look No Further
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 “Memorials of Distinction”
 HOME  OFFICE - 1609 BROADWAY, YANKTON, SD

 1-800-888-1407 • (605)665-3052
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 YEARS IN BUSINESS  Hwy. 50, Yankton, SD

 800-952-2424 
 jpravecek@fredhaar.com

 Hwy. 81, Freeman, SD
 800-251-6912

 admin@fredhaar.com

 Hwy. 46, Wagner, SD
 888-384-4580

 alhaar@fredhaar.com
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 DIRECTORS
 Jim Wintz

 Jerry Wintz
 Paul Wintz
 Steve Wintz

  ~ T RUSTED   F OR   G ENERATIONS   ~
 2901 Douglas Ave. 

 Yankton, SD 57078-4841
 605-665-3644 • 1-800-765-2613 

 Fax 605-665-3646
 www.wintzrayfuneralhome.com
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 YEARS IN BUSINESS

 Bruce and Teresa Pieper, Owners  605-665-7827 • 212 Linn Street, Yankton, SD

  Your Local
                 Distributor

 “Service is our Business”
 Candy • Tobacco • Paper Products • Gloves

 Janitorial Supplies • Fountain Supplies • Devere Products
 Restaurant &  Frozen Foods • Grocery Distribution

 Beverages and C-Store Distribution
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So Much Care, So Close to Home.®
1104 West 8th Street • Yankton, SD 57078

605-665-7841 • www.yanktonmedicalclinic.com

66
Years
IN BUSINESS

The new 200 foot Gurney Building Boardwalk featuring
portions of the iron railing that once lined the top deck of
the Meridian Bridge was recently completed.


