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LAURA ON LIFE

Parenting & The Thank You Paradox

In the battle for
truth, justice and the
American way, also
known as parent-
hood, no subject is
more complicated
than the teaching of
manners.

Parents have to
choose very early
which of the plethora
of manners is most
important to them
and which will be
least tolerated when
a transgression oc-
curs.

Let’s face it; there
are a lot of manners-
related issues out
there. We're not
going to be able to
enforce them all
unless you hire full-
time manners police
that will follow your
children around all
day.

Dining is a large
slice of the manners
pie; one that most
parents will have
ample opportunity to
monitor because
many meals are
taken as a family.

However, I think
some parents still let
a few things slide
because otherwise
they will be so busy
correcting manners
that they won’t get
anything to eat.
After all, it is not
polite to lecture your
children with your
mouth full.

Most parents com-
promise on manners.
If they could just get

their kids to stop
making disgusting
noises at the table,
they could probably
get used to elbows on
the table. Some
think that the worse
transgression is
wiping one’s mouth
with one’s sleeve.
Some simply wish
their kids would
wipe their mouths
with something,
anything. If they
could correct that by
the time they go to
college, it would be
considered a real
accomplishment.

Some lucky par-
ents have been able
to correct the more
offensive behavior
and can move on to
the placing of the
napkin on one’s lap
and the many rea-
sons why one should-
n’t stand in one’s
chair.

I applaud those
intrepid parents that
have successfully
taught their children
to say “no, sir” and
“yes, ma’am.” My
children not only
forget to which gen-
der they are talking,
but they have devel-
oped a series of
grunts that I have
had to learn to inter-
pret.

One thing on
which I do insist is
“please” and “thank
you.” To me, these
two words are the
hallmark of civility.
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If my kids do not say
these words at the
appropriate times,
they will see daggers
spitting from my
eyes.

These words will
never go out of style.
They were as essen-
tial in the past:
“Please help me
fasten my corset” as
they will be in the
future: “Thank you
for the flux capaci-
tor.”

However, I have
recently been in-
formed by my four-
teen-year old, who
notices things like
this, that there is a
Thank You Paradox.
The Thank You Para-
dox is not an uncom-
mon occurrence, so it
is surprising that my
son was the first I've
ever heard to coin
this phrase. Because
my son tends to
quote characters in
sitcoms made for
kids with very little
to do, he may very
well have stolen the
credit for this from
some Disney witch or
a couple of twins
that live on a cruise
ship. Of course if
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you have the power
to smote your teach-
ers or you live on a
floating amusement
park, you don’t really
need credit for any-
thing.

In the back seat of
my minivan, [ heard
this conversation
after a discussion
about being polite:

Son: “Do you want
a piece of gum?”

Daughter: “Oh,
thank you. That’s
very kind of you.”

(I want to say
right here that, no,
this is not how they
normally sound.
Only when they are
way overstating a
point I was trying to
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2007 Honda Fit, 4-dr, black, 58,000 miles..............ccccoc....

2006 Chevy Malibu, 4-dr, silver, 69,000 miles......................
2005 Chevy Malibu, 4-dr, white, 97,000 miles .........
2004 Chevy Venture Van, maroon, 97,000 miles....
2003 Pontiac Montana Van, brown, 98,000 miles ..
2003 Honda Givic LX, 4-dr, blue, 94,000 miles.......................
2003 Dodge Grand Caravan, gold, 122,000 miles
2003 Chevy Venture Van, silver, 125,000 miles...................
2003 Jeep Liberty 4x4, maroon, 90,000 miles .....
2003 Ford Escape 4x4, cream, 152,000 miles ..........
2002 Pontiac Grand Am, 4-dr., white, 87,000 miles.

2002 BMW 325i, 2-dr., blue, 97,000 MilES......cc..ccovrrserrreres $10,900
2002 Ford Ranger, 2WD, maroon, 84,000 miles.................... $7,900
2000 Pontiac Montana Van, red, 171,000 miles.................. $3,500
1997 Mercury Village Van, green, 145,000 miles................ $3,500
1996 Mercury Marquis, grey, 116,000 miles.............c........ $3,500

1995 Mercury Marquis, 4-dr., maroon, 123,000 miles........... $3,500
1994 Ford F-150, 2WD, blug, 98,000 Miles..............ocervvrrrrvers

1987 Chevy 1 ton dually, red, 107,000 miles. .....
1986 Ford Taurus, 4-dr., blue, 106,000 Miles............cc..cco.eees

1976 Cadillac Eldorado Conv.,2-dr, white, 67,000 mi.....$13,900
1985 Ford Wrecker, 4x4, red, 67,000 miles..................cooo...... $7,900
1972, 171t., Jet boat, 400 v8, olds motor
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Outstanding 2-day
Farm Toy &

Memorabilia Auction
Saturday Jan 22nd 10:00 a.m.
& Sunday Jan 23rd 10:00 a.m.

Auction Location: Wakonda Legion Hall, Wakonda, SD

Saturday’s Auction: 500+ exceptionally clean &
mostly boxed Farm Toys from the private collection
of Mark & Connie Fisher of Papillion, NE. Full set of
Precisions, plus old boxed toys, customs, & much
more.

International Harvester

Sunday’s Auction: All
Memorabilia & Collectables. Featuring the private
collection of John “JP” Hargis of Fredericktown, MO.
Featuring Rare & Early IH Smalls, watch fobs, signs,
belt buckles, calendars, thermometers, calendars,
literature & more.

Call for a free, full color flyer or see our website for
hundreds of photos and full catalog. Live Internet
bidding available! Fully cataloged auction.

Girard Auction & Land Brokers, Inc

(605) 267-2421

www.GirardAuction.com Wl

Toll Free: 1-866-531-6186 PO Box 358 - Wakonda, SD 57073 » (605) 267-2421
Marv Girard, BA #12399; Ken Girard, CAI, AARE Broker #10183; Mike Girard BA #13549

make.)
Son: “Thank you.
That’s nice of you to

say.”

Daughter: “Thank
you...”

Son: “Wait.

Shouldn’t somebody
be saying ‘you're
welcome,” here, Mom?
I think I've found a
Thank You Paradox.”

Mom: “And it was
going so well there
for a moment.”

Son: “Yes, but
nobody said ‘you’re
welcome.” Where do
all the thank you’s
end?”

Mom: “In this
case, either of you
could have ended it
at anytime with a
simple you’re wel-
come.”

Son: “But it seems
like the person who
ends it is less polite.”

Mom: “Would it be

more polite to let a
meaningless conver-
sation drag on into
eternity?”

Son: “True.
Thank you for clari-
fying that. You're
pretty smart.”

Mom: “Thank you.
You're pretty smart
yourself.”

Son: “Thank
you...”

Mom: “My pleas-
ure.”

Son: “Oh, you’re
good!”

Mom:
you...”

Son: “You’re wel-

Y”

come, already!!

“Thank

Laura Snyder is a nationally
syndicated columnist, author &
speaker.  You can reach Laura at
Isnyder@lanraonlife.com Or visit
her website www.lauraonlife.com
Jfor more info.
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New Winter Hours
Thurs.-Sat. Noon-9 PM

665-4337  Yankton, SD ¢ Closed Sunday-Wednesday
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¥%FREE Bus Ride

TO FORT RANDALL
....... 9:00am. Frying Pan Departure

$10 Per Person & You Get $30 For
$20 Making Your Ride FREE

Wednesday, Jan. 26, Feb. 9,23 ..

For More Info Call (402) 379' |°6I
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et Us Do All The Work!

Sunday Brunch +10:30 a.m.

Yankton - 605-665-9884
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Dakota Territory Gun Collectors N

GUN SHOW

Easton Archery Center,
E. Hwy. 50, Yankton = 661-3156

Saturday, January 29th
9am-5pm
Sunday, January 30th

9am-3pm
Admission *5,00




