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2 Early Morning Hours, (Approx. )

Monday-Saturday
$375+ Monthly (Approx. )

No Collecting.  Must have reliable 
vehicle, valid driver’s license 
and vehicle insurance .

YANKTON DAILY

The Yankton Daily Press & Dakotan needs a reliable 
person for our newspaper route in the City of Yankton.

Respond by February 1st To Receive A $100 Sign On Bonus!

Call Tina at 665-7811, 
ext. 134 Today!

International Brand Trucks Dakota Brand 
Trailers Various Used Trucks & Trailer

 SALES & SERVICE, INC.

We also carry a complete line of parts,
 and service all diesel and gas engines.

East Hwy. 50, Yankton, SD
605-665-7952

 trucktrailerinc.com TRAILERTRUCK 

Be the future of elk country.

TThe 16th AnnualThe 16th AnnualThe 16th Annual
Lewis & Clark Chapter

Fundraising Banquet
February 6th, 2010
Doors open at 5pm • Dinner at 7:30pm
Minerva’s Grill & Bar/Kelly Inn

East Hwy. 50, Yankton, SD

For information, Contact:
Pat Cody: 665-8122 • 661-8283

Dave Mingo: 664-8515 • 661-0553
Event proceeds benefit elk, other wildlife and their habitat.

Enjoy Mouthwatering 
USDA Choice 

Sirloin Steak!
Monday thru Thursday Evening Buffet

2809 Broadway Ave., Yankton, SD
605-665-9884

OPEN SEVEN NIGHTS A WEEK
Mon.-Sat. 11am, Sundays 10:30am

Join our E-Club at jodeans.com

Dakota Territory Gun Collectors

GUN SHO W

Concessions by Scout Troop #181
Admission $5.00

Saturday, January 30th
9am-5pm

Sunday, January 31st
9am-3pm

Easton Archery Center,
E. Hwy. 50, Yankton • 661-3156

BUY • SELL • TRAD E

&Dining Entertainment         
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There must come a
time, eventually, when a
mother feels comfortable
leaving her children at
home to watch them-
selves. We know that it
is important for their
own self-esteem to real-
ize that they can take
care of themselves for a
short while. Most people
would say we should
wait until they are old
enough. So age has
some bearing on this
decision. It would also
depend on how young
the youngest child is as
well. You wouldn’t leave
a 10-year old with a 1-
year old. That’s just
asking for trouble.

Maturity is also a
factor. My 12-year old
daughter is infinitely
more mature than my
13-year old son, but he
was mature enough to
handle himself for a
short while, I thought.

It began when my 8-
year old lost his shoe.
Don’t ask me how things
like that disappear. It’s
not like he hasn’t worn
them in a long time. He
wears them every day.
He needed shoes for
school the next day,
though, so this was a
critical situation.

Where I live it takes
15 minutes to get to a
shoe store. My son and
daughter were busily
engaged in some activity
that did not include a TV
screen and that is some-
thing I like to encourage.
If they had been watch-
ing TV, I would have, no
doubt, made them come
with me. Rather than
ask them to stop what
they were doing, I calcu-
lated how long it would
take me to get shoes for
the youngest: Fifteen
minutes there, fifteen
minutes back and fifteen
minutes to locate an
appropriate pair of shoes.

Hmm. What could
happen in 45 minutes, I
thought, as if time had
anything to do with it. I
guess we think that if
one crisis happened on
any given day, then the
longer you are away, the
higher the likelihood
that the crisis will hap-
pen when you are gone.
There are 24 hours in a
day. I would be gone 45
minutes. No court in the
land could convict me of
neglect… unless, of
course, the crisis actually
happened in those 45
minutes.

I believed they were
safe, however, because
the crisis-of-the-day had
already occurred with
the missing shoes. I left
them with my cell phone
number, a list of six
hundred back-ups and a
warning to behave
themselves. My 8-year
old and I left together to
get his shoes.

I received a frantic
call while on my way
back home. My son
whispered into the
phone, “Mom, I think
there is a burglar trying
to get into the house!”

My first thought was
panic, of course, “Where
are you?”

“In the basement. I
locked all the doors.”

“Okay, you guys stay
in the basement. I’m
coming!”

I floored it and prayed
that there would be no
radar traps between me

and my house. I didn’t
call 911 because a more
rational part of my brain
was thinking that my
children could be over-
reacting to something
and, at the speed I was
now going, it would only
take me about 60 sec-
onds to reach my house
anyway.

Those were the
longest 60 seconds of my
life. My imagination was
in overdrive. I thought
of all the things I could
use to defend myself and
my kids if there was a
stranger in my house.
The arsenal of weapons
in the car with me in-
cluded my ice scraper, an
umbrella, a pair of head-
phones, and a fingernail
clipper. I imagined the
disbelief on his face after
I burst in brandishing
my ice scraper. On
second thought, I don’t
think he’d be suitably
cowed.

I vowed to use the car
as a weapon if I had to.
Okay, not rational. The
car doesn’t fit through
my front door and if the
guy was outside running
away, there would be no
need to run him over.

Much to my surprise,
when I pulled in the
driveway, my daughter
was sitting on the front
porch petting our cat.
The situation didn’t look
too terribly dire, I
thought. I asked her
where her brother was.

“I don’t know. He
locked me out of the
house and I’ve been
trying to get back in the
whole time you were
gone!”

Laura Snyder is a nationally
syndicated columnist, author &
speaker.  You can reach Laura
at lsnyder@lauraonlife.com Or
visit her website www.lauraon-
life.com for more info.

LAURA ON LIFE

Burglar in the House

Park 50 & River Heights Apartments

For your private showing – 665-1243
Sorry – No Pets

• 1, 2, 3 BR Units • Off Street Parking
• Heat/Cable Paid • Laundry
• Super Location • On Site Manager

Laura Snyder

www.missourivalleyshopper.com


