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DAVE SAYS:

Help... My girlfriend is a financial nightmare

Dear Dave,

I'm fairly responsible
with finances, but my girl-
friend is in a terrible fi-
nancial situation with a
lot of credit card debt, an
expensive car payment,
and a big, fancy apart-
ment. Plus, she just quit
her job because she didn’t
like it anymore. Now, she’s
thinking about filing
bankruptcy and thinks us
moving in together will
help solve her problems. If
she can’t handle her fi-
nances on her own, what’s
going to happen if we get
together? Can you help?

Dino

Dear Dino,

This is someone to keep
dating, not marry right
now or move in with, and
see if she changes her
spending habits. Youd
have a very tough life be-
ing married to this
woman, unless she makes
some real attitude adjust-
ments where her money is
concerned.

I can’t say if she’s tech-
nically bankrupt, but she
definitely needs to move
into a cheaper apartment
and sell the car for
starters. Still, bank-
ruptcy’s not going to solve
anything if she’s got a
heart problem. By this, I
mean if she buys stuff to
try and make her happy
and lives beyond her

means in the process.

Lots of people have the
idea that they are what
they drive, or they are
where they live. Those are
heart problems, and that’s
the way I was many years
ago until I had some sense
knocked into me by going
broke. Then, I realized I
had to stop and make
some changes.

This doesn’t mean that
she isn’t worthy of your
love or she’s a terrible per-
son, but it does mean that
the girl has got some
growing up to do. Money
matters aside, you don’t
quit your job without a
plan unless youre being
sexually harassed or
abused, or there’s some
matter of principle at
stake. Leaving one job for
another is okay. But the
idea of deciding you just
don’t like something, and
walking away from it
when you've got a bunch
of bills, is just plain irre-
sponsible.

She’s probably not
bankrupt, but there are
some definite character is-
sues that need to be ad-
dressed. Hopefully, you
two can work through this
together.

—Dave

S0, HE KNOWS HOW TO
MANAGE MONEY?

Dear Dave,

My husband likes to
borrow money on fix-up
projects around the house.
He says he knows how to
manage money, and will
pay the loans back quickly.
The other day, he came to
me for money to make the
payment on the latest
loan he took out. Then, he
started fussing at me
when I didn’t have the
money to make the pay-
ment. It’'s not the first
time this sort of thing has
happened. How can 1
make it stop?

Crystal

Dear Crystal,

This guy needs a swift
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kick in his rear end! He
says he knows how to
manage money, but he
doesn’t know how to save
up to re-wire the garage?

It sounds to me like
you've got am overgrown
teenager on your hands
instead of a husband. It’s
bad enough that he can’t
take care of his own re-
sponsibilities, but then he
turns around and fusses
when you won’t do it for
him. That’s ridiculous!

Marriage is all about
unity. Once the rings go
on those fingers it’s a we
thing, not a me thing.
Husbands and wives
should work together to
form a game plan that
will help them win in
life, and that includes fi-
nances.

I think you should take
the money he’s asking for
and use 1t to see a good
marriage counselor. There
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are some real issues here
that need attention. You
guys need to deal with
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