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OF THE OUTDOORS

Late Season

BY GARY HOWEY
Hartington, Neb.

Dressed in white
camo, our group hud-
dled in the snow as
we cautiously peered
through the standing
corn as several waves
of Canada’s begin to
take to the air from
the field to our south,
pounding their way in
a direct line that
should bring them
right to our decoys.

It was mid Janu-
ary, Larry Myhre
(Sioux City, Iowa),
Bill Christensen
(Hartington, Neb.),
Kyle Nickolite (Yank-
ton) and I were film-
ing a late season
Canada goose hunt
with Steffen Brothers
Outdoor Expeditions.
The field we were
hunting wasn’t far
from their lodge,
located just north of
Pierre.

Because of the
heavy snow and cold
weather the area was
having, the birds
were using the fields
to roost in as gigantic
Lake Oahe where
they roosted earlier
in the season had
long since frozen over.

Over the years, I've
hunted waterfowl in
the Pierre area nu-
merous times. With
the above normal
snow fall that we’ve
experienced along
with the migration
occurring later in the
year, the late season
has been some of the
best hunting avail-
able. The warmer
temperatures up
north early in the
season allowed the
birds to stay there
longer. Once the
accumulation of snow
became so deep that
the birds could no
longer find food,
they’d make their
way south. Once
arriving in the area,
Canada’s will gener-
ally hang out in the
Pierre area late into
the season, which
lasts into the New
Year.

Since the fields
throughout the area
this year were cov-
ered with a half foot
or more snow, the
geese were hungry
and looking for a
place to feed, so a
couple dozen of high
quality decoys as well
as the excellent goose
callers we were hunt-
ing with, gave us all
we needed to bring
these geese into
range.

Prior to concealing
ourselves in the deep
snow of the cornfield,
we’d laid out three-
dozen Dakota Decoys,
their Canada and
Lesser full body de-

standing corn. The
corn and decoys
looked good, but the
field we were lying in
didn’t contain much
corn as it had been
picked clean by the
geese and pheasants
long before we ar-
rived.

As I peered
through the standing
corn, it looked as if
the first flight I men-
tioned earlier would
skirt around us to the
east, but the flagging
being done by the
Steffen Brothers drew
four birds out of the
flock, which headed
our way. Once the
first birds turned, the
rest of the flock
turned and lined up
behind them. The
first four sailed over-
head a little high,
when the calling by
our group turned
them, bringing them
back around and as
they set their wings,
dropped their legs
and begin to glide
into the opening
between the decoys,
when Larry and Dave
yelled “Take ‘em.” A
few seconds later, our
first four geese lay on
the snow amongst our
decoys.

Flock after flock
rose from that field to
the south with a few
flocks sliding off to
our right only to drop
into another field
about a half mile
away. This really
didn’t bother us, as
we knew we’d get a
chance at them as
they returned. Sev-
eral times, as we
were focused on the
field to the south,
several geese would
slip in behind us,
causing us to duck for
cover. This isn’t un-
usual, but as vocal as
Canada’s are it just
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doesn’t seem right to
have them come in
quietly. Our snow
camo must have
blended in well, as
the several flocks
that had come in on
top of us, hadn’t no-
tice the commotion
caused as several
white forms dove
head first into the
snow when they came
in behind us.

Flock after flock of
geese winged their
way north, then back
again south, giving us
the opportunity to
call in numerous
geese.

On this afternoon
hunt, we’d spend a
couple of hours in the
field in order to fill
our twenty-one bird
limit, making it an
excellent hunt as in
two hours we’d put
out our decoys,
bagged our limit,
retrieved our decoys
and were on our way
back to the lodge.

As we loaded to
head back to the
lodge, the decision
was made to finish
out the rest of the
afternoon pheasant
hunting as we’'d seen
dozens of birds
throughout the area.
Since the regular
South Dakota pheas-
ant season was
closed, Paul and Dave
had a preserve, giving
us the opportunity to
hunt pheasants dur-
ing that season,
which runs through
the end of March.

Ernie Steffen
joined us on the late
afternoon hunt, driv-
ing Larry, Kyle and I
to the far end of a
shelterbelt where the
other hunters would
be pushing the birds
in our direction. As
we were attempting
to get into position
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the first wave of a
hundred or more
birds, the majority of
them hens, burst out
of the cover along the
west end of the trees.

From our positions,
we could see that
those hunters push-
ing through the trees
and adjacent food
plots were knocking
down the birds that
hadn’t escaped to the
west. As the hunters
neared the end of the
trees, Larry, Ernie
and I did our best to
take out the high-
flying birds winging
our way.

Plan B would be to
encircle a food plot
near a bin area, put-
ting Larry Myhre,
Bill Ernie, Kyle and I
along the south side
while the other Stef-
fen Brothers and
their dogs pushed in
from the north. As
we quietly
dismounted the
parked vehicles,
hundreds of birds
burst out of the cover,
frantically attempting
to gain altitude and
put distance between
themselves and the
hunters. Several
made the biggest
mistake of their lives
by winging our way
as the hunters on our
side put many on the
ground.

The largest concen-
tration of birds were
making their way out
between the bins, on
the side where we
hadn’t placed any
blockers, this didn’t
concern us a whole
lot as once they
crossed the highway,
as many of them
dropped into the
heavy cover that
would be the next
area we’d be hunting.
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After counting our
birds, we headed out
across the road where
Larry Myhre, Bill,
Ernie, Kyle and Larry
Steffen posted on the
south end of the field,
Dave and his dog had
the privilege or
should I say punish-
ment of pushing the
field through the
heavy cover and deep
snow. Once again
dozens upon dozens
came our way and
when the birds came
flying over the tall
dike on the south end
of the field, we didn’t
have a lot of time to
get a bead on the
escaping birds. Our
shooting wasn’t bad,
but not the best, but
good enough to easily
fill our limits before
the sun set.

The following day
we were on Lake
Oahe with Dave’s son
Paul spearfishing
through the ice for
walleyes, back to the
lodge for a quick
lunch, then a quick
change of clothes into
our snow camo and

back into he field to
decoy and shoot an-
other seventeen
geese.

What a trip, we
had the opportunity
to go after walleyes,
pheasants and geese;
it was an awful lot to
work into such a
short trip, but what a
trip it was.

If you’re looking for
a great trip no matter
what the season,
Steffen Brothers
Outdoor Expeditions
(www.huntpierre.com)
offers everything
from open water
guiding to late season
hunting making their
operation a one stop
operation for those of
us who truly enjoy
the outdoors.

Gary Howey, Hartington, Neb.,
is the producer/host of the award
winning Outdoorsmen Adveniures
television series, which can be seen
on Fox throughout the upper
Midwest. For more information on
the outdoors go fo

wiwi.outdoorsmendadventires.com.
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