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DAVE SAYS:

Is Playing Lottery Sensible?

Dear Dave,

I've been playing
the lottery a bit lately.
I'm a Christian, and I
was wondering what
your views are on this.
We've been struggling
financially, and it
seems that a chance to
win millions is worth a
buck or two. Your
advice and opinion on
this would be cher-
ished.

Dawn

Dear Dawn,

You're kidding. Do
you really want my
opinion? I don’t think
you do, but here goes.
I'll tell you ahead of
time — it’s not going
to be pretty!

Basically, you've
told me that you're
having money troubles
and at the same time
you’re throwing money
out the window. You
can tell yourself that
it’s only a buck or two
if you want, but that
little bit of money
represents a lot of
financial irresponsibil-
ity in your life. You're
thinking somebody has
to win, right? Well, let
me tell you something.
You’re more likely to
be hit by lightning five
times and survive
than you are to win
the lottery. Five times!
How many people do
you know who have
been hit once by light-
ning and survived,
much less five times?

You’re not going to
win, Dawn. Think I'm
just being negative?
No, I'm not. I'm being
positive. I'm positive
you're not going to
win! Stop placing your
hope in the wrong
things.

Honestly, as a
Christian, ask yourself
if you believe God
thinks this is a good
use of your money. The
lottery is a tax on poor
people and people who
can’t do math. How do
I know this? Because
these are the only
people who play the
lottery!

—Dave

ARE YOU PAYING
THE STUPID TAX?

Dear Dave,

Why is it that some
people have enough
money for pizza, lot-
tery tickets, cable
television and ciga-
rettes, but they don’t
buy something as
inexpensive as renter’s
insurance, and then
they expect someone
else to bail them out
when a fire destroys
their home?

Keith

Dear Keith,

This kind of behav-
ior falls into the Stu-
pid Tax category. It’s
an aggravating thing,
but at the same time
there’s something
about fire that elicits
sympathy from me.
Even if there’s stupid-
ity involved in what
happened, it’s such an
emotionally devastat-
ing event. But I think
it’s important to talk
about what you've
brought up.

Let’s put it another
way. Why are there
people who get mad at
others for building
wealth, or expect other
people to bail them out
after they’ve behaved
irresponsibly? Ninety
percent of America’s

millionaires are first-
generation rich. They
started with nothing,
and instead of buying
lottery tickets and
smokes, they saved
money and bought
things like renter’s
insurance. They kept
things like car insur-
ance and health insur-
ance in place, so that if
they totaled their car
or had to have an
operation, they could
pay for it instead of
filing bankruptcy!

In other words, they
were responsible. They
stayed out of debt
because they were
mature enough and
responsible enough to
delay pleasure, and
then after years of
living this way, they
looked up and discov-
ered they were million-
aires. That’s how it
happens. You delay
bits and pieces of
fleeting pleasure for a
quality life in the
future. Now, you don’t
trade away all momen-
tary pleasures. You
don’t have to com-
pletely give up fun to
win with money, but
you trade impulsive,
immature decisions
and purchases for the
reward of a better life
later.

Most poor people
delay none of the
pleasures. They live
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only in the moment,
and that’s why they
stay poor. If they want
a better washer and
dryer, they’ll rent-to-
own instead of saving
up for a little while
and buying a decent,
used combo in the
classifieds. I under-
stand that bad things
sometimes happen to
good people, and you
can end up broke that
way, too. But I firmly
believe that in most
cases, it’s not that they
don’t have the money,
it’s more a case of they
don’t have a vision for
the future. They sur-
render a great life
down the road for
“Thank God it’s Friday.
Oh God, it’s Monday!”
—Dave

* For more financial
help, please visit daveram-
sey.com.
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Also, enjoy special
financing through
May 15, 2010 when you
use your Commercial
Revolving Account. Don’t
miss out on this hot offer!

NO INTEREST‘
NO PAYMENTS!

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF 120 DAYS
NO INTEREST, NO PAYMENT!

Don’t miss this EZ opportunity
to put your farm on the map.

Starting February 15 thru May 15, 2010, you can earn
CASH BACK when you purchase select EX Guidance
products from participating Case IH dealers.

Rebate forms and additional information about the

EZ Products Rebate Program can be found at
www.PutyOurFarmOnTheMap.com
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EZ-BOOM® AUTOMATED APPLICATION CONTROL SYSTEM
Automatic and precise applications with less demands on
the operator. Cut your farm inputs costs immediately using
the EZ-Boom® 2010 automated boom switching and spray
rate controller system for your next field application.

EZ-GUIDE® 500 LIGHTBAR
The world’s first lightbar with color display, mapping and
steering capable of one-inch accuracy.

EZ-STEER® SYSTEM
Simple, portable hands-free farming for over 550 vehicle
models — old and new.

VISIT YOUR LOCAL CASE IH DEALER FOR DISCOUNTS ON THE
FOLLOWING FOR THE FM-1
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FM.
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itenna
FM-1000 GPS 2: Receiver enable with GPS1 DGPS, Passcode and
antenna
AgGPS 432 and AgGPS RTK Base 450/900 Upgrade: GPS only to GPS
+ GNSS, Passcode Only

Maximun rebate of $5,000 per customer. Purchases must be made through a participating deather between the dates
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YOU READ THIS YOU KNOW...
ADVERTISING PAYS!
CALL THE
MISSOURI VALLEY SHOPPER

AT 665-5884
OR STOP BY TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!
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