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Ladies night out

In the past, the concept
of Ladies Night Out has
been a “yeah, right!” in the
back of my mind. It hap-
pens so rarely that, when it
does, I don’t even recognize
it as a Ladies Night Out.
It’'s more like a “Oh-my-
gosh-we-forgot-the-kids
Night.”

I recently made a couple
of new friends that reintro-
duced me to the concept.
Admittedly, our Ladies
Night Out was probably
quite tame compared to a
Single Ladies Night Out,
but it was just as fun and
probably did more for us,
psychologically, because it
was so hard won. If we
were talking about a race, it
was more like the victory
than the event.

I will call these two new
friends of mine Friend A
and Friend B to protect
their identity and because I
want them to remain my
friends.

Friend A used to instruct
soon-to-be-parents on how
to have a baby and what to
do with it when it arrived.
She had once shown me a
model of a baby-filled
uterus that she had hand-
made for her childbirth
classes. I was very im-
pressed with her creativity.
This kind of knowledge is
exactly the sort of thing
that we veteran moms are
very comfortable talking
about and it would provide
some stimulating Ladies
Night Out conversation.
Friend A has three children.

Friend B is a kinder-
garten teacher who had just
landed a new job. We were
celebrating her good fortune
in finding a teaching posi-
tion that night. Oh, the sto-
ries she could tell... and did
tell. Another stimulating
conversationist. I was in a
restaurant with some con-
versational geniuses!
Friend B has four children.

I have five children.

Let me start by reveal-
ing that we went out for
dinner and none of us had
consumed a single drop of
alcohol. I told you, we were
pretty tame. We had re-
sponsibilities waiting for us
at home. We understood
what the impact on our
families would be if we did-
n’t come back home. We
took our role as “Mom” very
seriously. That means... no
drinking and driving. But
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to listen to us you never
would have thought that
the hardest thing we were
drinking was Pepsi.

Not surprisingly, the
conversation revolved
around Kkids: Birthing

them, teaching them and
writing about them. Moth-
ers never completely leave
their children or all the
habits we’ve developed over
the years. Fortunately, we
did not succumb to the por-
trayal of the stereotypical
media mom and start cut-
ting each other’s food into
tiny bites. However, to any-
one watching, it was clear
that we were moms and
had been for a long time.

The table had not yet
been cleaned when the
hostess seated us. We asked
for a wet cloth and, when it
was clear that the hostess
had no idea what “clean”
meant, we commandeered
the wet cloth and wiped
down the table ourselves...
It’s what we do.

When Friend A stepped
into a rather tenacious wad
of gum under the table, she
very calmly used a napkin
to de-goo her shoe. Then,
because it was a perfectly
logical thing to do, she
ducked under the table and
proceeded to de-goo the
floor as well.

Adult conversation has
always been a bit more dif-
ficult for me, a writer. My
idea of a great day is sitting
in a quiet room and writing
with no distractions, espe-
cially of a conversational
bent. With kids, that is
rare.

When Friend A was talk-
ing about her passion for
helping new  parents
through childbirth, I felt
compelled to share what lit-
tle I knew about her im-
pressive talents with Friend
B. But, like I said, the spo-
ken word has never been
my forte.

Pointing a thumb in

Friend A’s direction, I
blurted out to Friend B,
“Have you seen her uterus
yet? It’s fantastic!”

While Friend B gaped
like a large-mouth bass,
what I had just uttered reg-
istered in my feeble brain
and we all went into uncon-
trollable laughter.

Friend B recovered
enough to remark that, no,
she hadn’t seen it, and she
wasn’t sure whether she
should be offended or not.

Friend A didn’t want
Friend B to feel bad because
she hadn’t shown her the
uterus yet, so she said, “I've
got a breast I can show you,
too!”

By this time, the other
diners were staring, waiting
for some kind of show to
start, and the waitress was
too embarrassed to come
back to our table.

We decided by mutual
consent that we needed a
lot more practice with this

Laura Snyder

Ladies Night Out concept.
We're going to try again
next week.

Laura Snyder is a nationally
syndicated columnist, author &
speaker. You can reach Laura at
Isnyder@lauraonlife.com Or visit
her website www.lauraonlife.com

for more info.
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* 29 Gauge Steel
¢ High Quality 82,000 p.s.i.
¢ Cutto length from 1”- 60 ft.

DAKOTA STEEL ING.

Canton, SD

+++ STEEL FACTORY + + +

.0155 mill thickness before paint

L[]
o 017 mill nominal thickness after paint ™ °
* 40 year paint warranty
Call for Prices.
“We Roll Our Own Steel For You We’ll Roll You A Deal”

You can choose from 20 different colors. All the trim, screws,
& accessories are available. 26 gauge steel, call for prices.

Bottom Dollar ¢ Factory Direct * Wholesale Prices
Post Frame Building Packages or Steel Sheeting

605-987-9080 ¢ 605-987-4306 fax

ReSIdent/al Commercial - Repair
¥ 900 N. Norbeck St., Vermillion, SD

605-624-3463
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Mark’s Machinery Inc.

* Sales * Parts * Service *
* Case-IH Axial Flow Combines
* Corn Heads - Flex. Heads - Carts
*Grain Carts — Gravity Boxes
* Complete Line Grain Augers

- USED COMBINES -
* Case-IH 2588 - Duals - RT - Chopper - Tracker - 2007 - 880 hrs.
* Case-IH 7010 - Duals- 2007 - 790 hrs. - Loaded - HD
* Case-IH 2388 - 2003 - AFX - RT - Duals - Loaded - 1,350 hrs.
* Case- IH 2388 - 1999 - Singles - RT - Chopper - 2, 000 hrs.
* Several 1640-1660- 1680 - $19,500 As Is
* Case-IH 2166 - 1996 - Chopper - Tracker - 24.5x32 - RT
* Case-IH 1620 - (2) Hand - Nice Small Combines
*USED John Deere 9550 Combine - 1500 hrs. - Clean - 2002
*USED John Deere 9410 Combine - 1998 - 1700 hrs. - Clean
- HEADS -
*USED 1020 Flex Heads - 20 -25- 30 Ft. Sizes
* USED CIH 2208 - 1083 - 983 - 8R30 Corn Heads
* Dragco 8R30 Cutting Corn Head - Fits Deere
* Case-IH 1083 - Corn Head - 8R30 - Plastic - 2001
- USED HARVEST EQUIPMENT -
*(3) Demco 550 Gravity Boxes
* Several Dakon and Lundell 300 BU Boxes
(2) Demco Red 365 Gravity Boxes -
* LOTS of Harvest Equipment Coming In!

$4500 ea.

Hay Equipment

* Year-End Sale *

0% Financing and Cash Discounts

New Balers - Windrowers - Rakes
Good Selection of Used Balers and Windrowers Great Financing!

Special - New RBX564 Round Baler - Twine
Wrap - $22,500 - 1-only
Excellent Financing on USED Windrowers
and Round Balers
— Big Selection on Hand —

We’ll meet or beat all
advertised prices
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verythmg For Hay

Combine Parts

* Upgrade Kits
* Feeder Chains
* Flex Head Parts
* Corn Head Parts

- Sports & School [#] seag' am’s VO Scotch 16000 SiSal........o...... $32.95 * Concaves - Grates
Physicals ' “f o Biodegradae 30K 52095 * Rugers - Tobes
- DOT Physical Tyler = 67” x 7000 Net Wrap.........$220 * Tank Liner Kits
- Pre- = Plastic Twine has gone up! * Poly Skid Parts
T “"”’ 79 = We re holdingau prcs + Gthering Ch
ysicals = g our prices for athering Chains
ine in stock! x
- Pre-Op Exams 175 Ir. ’/t Y N\‘& 175 Itr /, 4940 . twine in stock! AFX Replacement Rotors
Call Price Effective Aug. 18" - Aug. 24*,2010 : .
) 2o Y. 11§ |Mark's Machinery Inc
Jo your appoiniment ankton Rexa y INC,
: 3211 East Hwy. 50 745 E. Hwy .46
1101 Broadway, Suite 103A l([llOl' S Yankto:,SSD‘ggms ——— Wagne‘:,’éD
Morgen Square 109 W 3rd St., Yankton quuor Store Hours 605-665-4540 : 605-384-3681
Yankton, SD FREE Customer Parking Monday-Friday 8:30-6:00 800-526-8095 fo serve you! 800-693-1990
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Phone: 605-665-7865 Saturday, 8:30-5:00
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