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Succulents Add Low-Maintenance Vanety To Landscaping

Now is the time of year to focus
on outdoor landscaping projects. One
popular project involves redesigning
the front yard or backyard to include
an array of different flowers and
foliage. While many people gravitate
to the flashy and colorful annuals on
display at nurseries and home cen-
ters, you may want to consider
adding some succulents to your home
landscape.

Succulent plants can be a boon to
a homeowner without the time or
resources to maintain plants.
Succulents get their name from their
primary function, which is drawing
up and storing water. Succulents are
able to thrive in arid conditions, and
there are more than 300 different
types, including some exotic species.

The advantages to planting succu-
lents are many. Because they store
water in their stems, roots and
leaves, this reduces the number of
times an owner must water them.
Succulents can go several days
between waterings. Succulents, like
cacti, that have few if any leaves, are
perhaps best at managing water
because they lose little to evaporation

How To

through the foliage.

Succulents are particularly good
to have in areas prone to arid tem-
peratures or where water restrictions
are often in place. They can be envi-
ronmentally friendly because of their
ability to conserve water. Succulents
treat water as a precious resource,
and their entire makeup is designed
to minimize consumption of water.

Because they thrive in sunlight,
succulents can be the ideal plants to
put in extremely sunny and hot loca-
tions. They will not wither and dry
out due to extreme heat. For particu-
larly dry areas of landscape or
where soil is subpar, consider the
placement of different varieties of
succulents to create a varied and
eye-catching display.

There are many other advan-
tages to planting succulents; some of
which include:

¢ Succulents offer contrasts in
shape, texture and colors. With the
many varieties, you're bound to find
something interesting and different
to add to the landscape.

* Whether you have ample
acreage in the yard or simply some

containers available for planting,
succulents will thrive. They grow
just as well in containers as they do
in the ground.

¢ Succulents don't tend to
require pruning or cutting back of
the plant. With this in mind, you can
expect them to grow large.
Therefore, space the plants ade-
quately to allow for growth.

¢ Succulents are perennials. So
once you plant them, they should
last for years and years without the

hassle and expense you can expect
from planting annuals every year.

¢ Indoor greenhouses or sun-
rooms can be another good place for
succulents. They prefer not to get
chilled, which makes a controlled
environment advantageous.

When considering a spot for your
succulents, choose areas that get
plenty of sun. Think about pruning
back or removing trees that would
create too much shade on the succu-
lents. Space the succulents widely

Succulents, like jade,
are ideal for arid condi-
tions or for gardens
where low-maintenance
plants are desired.

apart — more so than you

would with other plants — to allow
them to spread. Pebbles or gravel
make good mulching material around
succulents so that drainage will be
adequate. It will also set the succu-
lents apart from other plants by con-
textualizing them in your garden.

Visit a gardening center or home
improvement store to learn more
about the myriad types of succulents
that can add beauty to most gardens.

Even a spotless home
complete with the latest
gadgets and popular
kitchen and bathroom
decor cannot compete with
little eyesores that go
unfixed. These may include
anything from loose knobs
to scuffed floors. Although
it may take a little work,
it's generally easy to eradi-
cate common blemishes.

BATHROOM

A home's bathroom or
bathrooms get more than
their fair share of use. As a
result, everything from
stains to grout to rings
around the toilet are com-
mon in the bathroom.

Vinegar and baking
soda can be handy tools in
the bathroom. Pour vinegar
into the toilet and add
some baking soda to create
a foaming action. Use a toi-
let brush to scrub the
inside of the bowl. Then
allow the solution to sit for
an hour before flushing
away.

The same combination
can be used to scrub down
soap scum that accumu-
lates inside the bath tub.

Soak a cotton ball in
vinegar and place on sur-
faces where hard water
stains have accumulated.
The vinegar will dissolve
the scale and make it easy

to wipe away.
KITCHEN

No matter how many
times you wash down a
tiled kitchen floor, grout
has a funny way of never
quite coming clean.
Purchase a grout-cleaning
product from a home store
and use a stiff-bristled
brush or even a toothbrush
to get into the grout lines.
Then consider using a
grout stain and sealer to
prevent future discol-
oration.

WINDOWS

Few things around the
house are as unsightly as
torn window screens.

Whether on house windows
or porches, torn screens tell
visitors that you don't care
very much about the
appearance of your home.
But repairing window
screens is a relatively easy
task. There are screen
replacement kits that take
you through the process
step-by-step if you plan to
replace the entire screen.
For very small tears, you
may be able to patch the
damage. There are self-
stick patches for screens,
but often the glue draws
attention to the repair.
Rather, get a small piece of
new screen material and
use an upholstery needle
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