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Of The Outdoors

How You Set A Hook

BY GARY HOWEY
Hartington, Neb.

If I've heard it once,
I've heard it a hundred
times, you know, the old
cliché, “fishing is one jerk
on the end of the line
patiently waiting for a jerk
on the other end of his
line.”

There is a bit of truth

to that statement because,

not jerking or setting the
hook properly, will give us
a lot of practice at setting
the hook and not much
actual catching, making us
feel like jerks when we
keep missing the fish.

It's an every day occur-
rence, we feel a tug or
extra weight on the end of
our line and we instantly
jerk back, which at times
works out well and other
times doesn’t!

There’s a big difference
as far as when and how to
set the hook, depending

on what
you're
fishing
for, what
action rod
is and
what type
line your

N ;
\m spooled

up with.

Since
it’s fish
we're
after, lets
look at it from their per-
spective.

He’s just lying around
on or near the bottom
when along comes a tasty
looking morsel, in this
case a jig with a minnow.
The fish slowly works his
way over to our bait, flairs
his gills, sucking the bait
in, only to have it ripped
out of the side of his
mouth.

What went wrong, we
had the fish where we
wanted him, with his
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mouth around our bait
and all we had to do was
to give it a jerk and we
had him.

To begin with the best
place to hook a fish is in
the top of its mouth, in
the bony part, not in the
side where there's very lit-
tle bone and a whole lot of
soft skin.

When setting the hook,
it’s best to pull straight
up, giving you a better
chance at penetrating the
top of the mouth. If you
pull to the side you're
more apt to pull the hook
away from the fish or
hook them in the soft tis-
sue in the side of the
mouth where it can easily
shake or tear loose.

If we're using a Lindy
live bait rig or jig and feel
a fish pick it up, our best
bet to get a good hook set
is to:

¢ Reel up any slack line
as we bring the rod down
towards the water, which
will eliminate any bow or
slack in our line.

¢ With all the slack out
of our line we want to feel
if there is any resistance
on the line, which hopeful-

Makes A Difference

ly will be the weight of the
fish.

¢ Then bring the rod
tip straight up not off to
the side, forcing the hook
into the top of the fish’s
mouth.

By reeling up the slack
line, we’re removing the
bow or slack in our line,
shortening the distance
between the end of our
rod and the hook, which
allow us to drive our hook
home with less effort and
more power.

This is especially
important when using
monofilament line because
mono has a tremendous
amount of stretch. To set
the hook using mono, not
only do we have to use
enough force to penetrate
the hard, boney surface of
the fish’s mouth, we also
have to pull hard enough
to make up for the stretch
in the line.

If we're using one of
the super lines like
Fireline and Spider Wire,
it’s a whole different
story.

To get the inside scoop
on these super lines and
how to fish them different,
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Payloader, Vehicle, ATV, Mowers, Shop, Household, Miscellaneous

AUCTION

Saturday, May 1 -- 11 a.m.

LOCATED: from Tabor, SD, 2 miles south to Highways 50-52 junction,
then 1/4 mile west on Highway 52, 2 miles south on 427th Avenue,
1 mile west on Colony Road, 1/4 mile south and 1/4 mile west

PAYLOADER, MOWERS, MACHINERY: 1974 Case W14 loader with 1 1/4 yard bucket and 7' forks;
1D F915 60" diesel front deck mower, 93 hrs. on engine; Ford 951 6' 3 pt. rotary mower; 6' 3 pt. blade;
600 gal. poly water tank on running gear; Wagon running gear; Suitcase weights

VEHICLE, ATV: 2001 Chrysler PT Cruiser, 4 cyl., new rubber, 37,000 miles, one owner, sharp; 1987
Honda 350 4x4 ATV, winch and hitch

SHOP & MISCELLANEOUS: Reznor ceiling mount propane shop heater, like new; Coleman 4000 watt
generator; Snap On and Craftsman rolling tool cabinets; Econ Pax 50 plasma cutter; Craftsman 6 1/8"
jointer planer; Dewalt surface planer; Packard variable spd. drill press; Craftsman comb. disc belt sander;
Craftsman 12" table saw; 24" wood turning lathe; Router and table; Several electric power tools; Chicago
CP-797 1" drive air wrench and attach; Impacts and sockets; 3/4" socket set; Socket and wrench sets;
Miscellaneous hand tools; Forks; Shovels; Log chains; Truck straps and binders; Complete 5th wheel
hitch; Equalizer hitch; Tow bar; Electric gas pump; 16" Chevy rims; 6 bolt rims; Tires; Car ramps; Jacks
and stands; Creeper; Grease dispenser; 110V converter; Pickup tool boxes; Bedliners; Tire repair; 100+
feet of 5/8" cable; Parts cabinets; Dent puller; Shop Mate; Vise; Shop Vac; Shoplights; Power cords; Car-
pentry tools; Lots of electric and plumbing supplies; Box rollers; Belting; Business band radios; Hollander
interchange parts book, 55 to 60 series; Electric fencers; Fencing supplies; 4 new 8' outdoor post lights;
Concrete totem pole; Lawn ornaments; Gas weed eater; Gas leaf blower; Miscellaneous lawn and garden
tools and supplies; Screen tent; Hunting and camping items; Mens and womens golf clubs and accesso-

HOUSEHOLD AND ANTIQUES: Patio furniture; Tables; End table; Stands; Shelves; Stereos; Radios;
Fans; Rainbow vac; Vac; Microwave; Computer; Qil lamps; Rain lamp; Pottery; A large selection of interi-
or decor; Lots of wicker items; Many Christmas and holiday items; Coolers; Infant items; Many household
and kitchen related items: Collectibles including cast iron horse; cream cans, well pump, wringer, old tins
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[ talked with the folks at
Berkley, the manufactur-
ers of both Fireline and
Spider Wire.

According to the
experts at the plant in
Spirit Lake, IA. “we’re
going to have to fish super
lines much differently
than we’d fish mono since
super lines have no
stretch.

If we'd fish Fireline or
Spider Wire the same way
we’d fish mono, we're
going to end up pulling
the bait away from or tear
it out of the fish’s mouth.”

For walleye fishing,
they recommend a rod
with a fast, limber tip as
this takes the place of the
stretch in the mono, giv-
ing you a little give when
you set the hook.

“When fishing for Bass,
Pike and Muskie, we're
going to want to go to a
moderate action rod
which not only gives us a
little give when you set
the hook into those hard
hitting, hard charging fish.
The heavier rod will have
enough backbone to drive
the hook home and be
able to bring them to the
boat.

This is especially true
in current as you need to
be quick with your hook
set, but not so quick that
you rip the bait from the
fish.”

If you're fishing super
lines in shallow water,
they suggest that we go
with a Medium Light rod.
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In medium depths a
Medium rods will work
well and when we’re fish-
ing water deeper than 25”
he’d they recommend a
Medium Heavy rod.”

With super lines, basi-
cally, we want the rod do
the hook setting for us.

What we need to
remember in order to
become a more consistent
catcher and not just a
jerker is to make sure
once we feel a bite, that
we take up all the slack
line, bringing our rod tip
straight up when we set
the hook.

If we set the hook by
pulling to the side, more
times than not, we’ll pull
the bait away from the
fish or tear the hook
through the soft tissue on
the side of the fish’s
mouth.

By keeping a tight line,
we're going to detect more
bites and by setting the
hook by bringing our rod
straight up, you won'’t
believe how much your
fish hooking ability will
improve.

Gary Howey, Hartington,
Neb., is a former tournament
fishermen, hunting and fish-
ing guide and the produc-
er/Host of the syndicated
outdoor television series
Outdoorsmen Adventures.
You can contact him by E-
mail at outdoorsmenproduc-
tions@hartel.net.
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