
April 20, 2010 • Page 7

Every spring, homeowners
head outside to take stock of how
the winter treated their lawn.
Homeowners in areas that experi-
ence heavy snow or rainfall each
winter likely do not look forward
to this inventory, fearful of what
another harsh winter did to their
property. Fallen tree branches,
frozen ground and winter wind
storms can do a number on even
the most well-manicured lawns,
turning a summertime labor of
love into a nightmare.

While homeowners might not
be able to do anything about the
weather, there are ways to revital-
ize a lawn each spring. And you
don't have to be an accomplished
landscaper to handle the task.
The following tips can help bring
your luscious lawn back to life,
helping make winter a distant
memory.

* Remove all debris from your
yard. Debris includes any trash in
the yard, wood, large roots, fallen
branches, and even stones. The
presence of trash such as broken
glass or even faded paper prod-
ucts such as cups or bags is not
only unsafe for the environment,
but it can prove harmful to any-
one who might be out in the yard
once your grass grows, especially
if you have children. Oftentimes,
winter winds can blow trash from
nearby garbage cans across the
yard, no matter how neatly home-
owners put out their trash.

* Smooth the soil. Once all
debris been removed, examine
the soil for any abnormalities that
might need to be smoothed out.

Use a spade or rake to smooth
any areas that aren't up to par.
Next you'll want to loosen the soil
as well, something that can be
done with a garden rake. Any
unsightly areas, such as humps or
ditches, should either be
smoothed out or filled in, depend-
ing on which is appropriate. This
can be done with some soil and
should not prove too costly.

* Consider seeding the lawn if
need be. For lawns that took a
particularly harsh beating over
the winter, consider seeding the
lawn to help revitalize it. When
seeding a lawn, be sure you
choose the right seeds. Different
regions respond better to differ-

ent types of grass. But don't be
intimidated if you don't know the
correct grass to choose. Simply
ask a landscaper or consult a
lawn care specialist at a nearby
home improvement center as to
which type of grass is the best fit
your region and your yard.

When you're read to seed, the
seed can be scattered by hand
for smaller yards, or with a drop
spreader for larger lawns. When
spreading with a drop spreader,
use the suggested amount of
seed on the bag (even a little less
seed should do the trick) and
make sure you spread out the
rows evenly in the same direc-
tion. Once you've sowed the first

part of your lawn in one direc-
tion, you can crisscross back
over that part at a 90-degree
angle, making sure you keep
equal distance and calibrate your

spreader at the same speed.
* Add mulch for aesthetic and

practical appeal. Moist helps the
soil, and can also add aesthetic
appeal to a lawn. Moist helps the
soil by allowing it to retain mois-

ture, making it more conducive to
growing healthy grass. When lay-
ing mulch down, keep the mulch
at roughly a quarter-inch to
ensure your lawn will grow in
nicely. 

Brunick FURNITURE & FLOORING
624-8688 • 1100 W. Cherry St., Vermillion, SD

665-5625 • 207 W. 3rd St., Yankton, SD
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Beautiful, durable floors for less.
From carpet and area rugs to tile and stone, hardwood and laminate, we have the

Shaw floors – and deals – you want. Eco-friendly choices like EpicTM hardwoods

and Anso® nylon carpeting are also available at our lowest prices of the year.

Sink into the warmth and beauty
of Shaw carpet, and bring color,
texture, and value into your home.
Choose your style, textures and
twists –from

$1.92/s.f.

Shaw’s exclusive stain and soil
repellant protects carpet fibers
from dirt and spills.
Choose your style. Loops and
patterns –from

$1.43/s.f.

LARSEN CARPETLARSEN CARPET
2122 Walnut,, Yankton212 Walnut, Yankton Phone 605-665-2067

Thinking of New 
Floor Covering For 

 Your Home?
• LAMINATE
• WOOD
• CARPET
• VINYL
• CERAMIC
• CORK

Think Of Us!
We Only Do Floors!

Dallas Keller: 661-3759 • Tony Radack: 660-0365

Steel Building • Remodeling • Additions • Residential • Commercial 
Built for you ... “No job too big or too small”

FREEEstimates

STRESSED OUT?
We Can Help!

Let Us Help You 
RELAX with a 

New Caldera Spa!

LEISURE WORLD, INC.
1900 Broadway Ave, Yankton, SD 57078 • 605-665-1240

2500 S. 13th St., Norfolk, NE 68701 • 402-371-8425

Compatible chemicals for any tub using Chlorine or 
Bromine. Dare to Compare! 

Now open until 6 PM Monday through Friday!
10-5 PM Saturday, 1-5 PM Sunday

Revitalize Your Lawn After a Long Winter

COURTESY OF METRO CREATIVE SERVICES
Homeowners can revitalize their lawn after a long winter in a number of ways.


