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My husband has
introduced me to
canasta, a card game
with as many nuances
and cagey subtleties
as Hillary Clinton at
a press conference.

It has taken me for-
ever to learn the
game, but even longer
to figure out the
nuances, and longer
still to craft a few of
my own.

This Saturday, I
finally figured it out.
The planets aligned,
lightning flashed
within my mental
synapses, angels sang,
and I played like a
pro.

My husband, on a
rank of one to 10,
ranks as a firm nine-
and-a-half canasta
player. His grand-
mother taught him
how to play this game
when he was five, and
they played on her
front porch for years.
How do I compete
with that? I'll tell you
how. Long hours of
arduous, mind-bend-
ing, torturous losses.

However, each loss
brought new insights,
and I hung in there.
Persistence always
wins in the end.

"NEVER, NEVER
give up!" has always
been my rallying cry. I
am not sure if this is
an inherited trait, a
survival technique, or
a character defect, but
like bulldogs (or
sharks), I simply hang
on until the victim
gives up. When I fail
at something, I bol-
ster my attitude with
one of my favorite
quotes, which is "Suc-
cess doesn't happen
overnight, and it's not
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Fair In Love And Canasta

Kerry Peresta

Columnist

just measured by
what you do. So many
times it's not about
how many times you
fall down but more
about how many
times you get back
up." Bill Cowher, CBS
Sports analyst.

After 1,342 games,
my husband began to
give me a "look" when
I asked to play canas-
ta, as if to say "Why
do you want to com-
pletely humiliate
yourself...again?" and
hesitated before
answering in the
affirmative, hoping
that I would somehow
regain my sanity and
brush aside the
request as ridiculous.

My husband likes
to wear down his
opponents with canas-
ta trash talk: "You'll
never pick up that
pile.” After a hoot of
derision, he continues,
“You know, the one
who picks up the pile,
wins. Period. You are
going to GIVE me
what I need to win.
That's right, lay down
your discard... THAT'S
the card I need!" Then
he eyes me with what
he hopes comes across
as intimidating confi-

dence.

This strategy does
not work with me at
all. Instead of becom-
ing demoralized, I try
harder to win. He has
not yet figured this
out, because I have
developed an excel-
lent canasta face. A
canasta face takes
more effort than a
poker face, due to the
built-in futility of the
game. The burning
desire to mutter death
threats and hurl
unflattering com-
ments at a canasta
opponent is over-
whelming.

This past Saturday,
as a cunning ploy, I
asked him to remind
me of the rules of the
game, looking as help-
less and as feminine
as possible. As play
progressed, and he
droned on and on, my
carefully arranged
canasta face revealed
nothing. Underneath,
I was chuckling as I
knew all along I

remembered how to
play. This was my
very own subtle
canasta nuance, and I
was rather proud of
my strategy attempt.
Of course he became
ultra-complacent,
thinking his dopey
wife had forgotten
how to play.

(Tacky side note:
Men are so easy some-
times, aren't they
ladies?)

Oh, how sweet to
subdue the unsuspect-
ing! I love to quietly
kick out the supports
propping up the com-
placent arrogance of
one who feels his
achievements are
unassailable, then tip-
toe into a corner and
giggle my head off.

At several points in
our game, I noticed
his face pucker with
worry. My husband is
very competitive, and
does not like to lose at
anything. I masterful-
ly blocked his
attempts to pick up

the canasta pile again
and again. I began to
hear faint whisper-
ings of the "Hallelu-
jah Chorus" under-
scoring each tiny tri-
umph.

Persistence. It
always pays off. When
I was losing every sin-
gle canasta game by
ridiculous margins, I
reached deep into my
arsenal of never-give-
up homilies and per-
severed

On that dreary,
rainy March Satur-
day, our relationship
was affected forever.
From henceforth,
when I ask him to
play canasta with me,
the "look" will change
from head-shaking
pity to grudging

respect.

Sometimes the
small victories make
all the difference.

Kerry Peresta is a mother of
four adult children, a syndi-
cated humor columnist and a
career marketing profession-
al. She and her husband live
in Ft. Pierre, SD. Visit Kerry
a t
www.emptynesting.webs.com
for more information.

Don’s Dust
Control

e Horse Arenas
e Private Drives
e Unpaved Roads
¢ Elevator Access
® Free Estimates

605-684-3201
Cell: 605-491-2133
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ECONOMY PRICED CARS & TRUCKS

Now Consigning: Motor Homes, Campers & Boats

%~ ( .
WE CONSIGN  WE TRADE

We Have Parts!

Parts for Tractors, Combines, Machinery

SALEM TRACTOR PARTS

Salem, SD 877-530-4010

‘03 Pontiac Grand Am, 86K .............ccvuuunn $6,500
‘O3Chevy Venture Van ............ccvvvunvnnnns $5,300
‘O2FordTaUrUS .. ..ot vttt iiieeterennrnnnnres $3,995
‘00 Chevy Venture, 88K . .............ccvvunnnnn $5,395
‘97 Buick LeSabre .........cvvivvrnnrrnnennnns $3,295
96 Buick Park Ave. ............cvivivnnnnnnnn $2,995
96 GMC Savanna Van, nice! ................... $4,895
91 Chevy 1500,2 WD, Clubecab ................. $1,795
72 Chevy Impala Convertible .................. $4,900

— D.W. Duhachek —

EAST RIVER E' !’
AUTO SALES

665-2222 . Mission Hill, SD

Across from Taco John’s
1013 Broadway, Yankton, SD
Ph # 605-665-2222
Cell #’s: 660-7777 * 660-3544

Chrisfensen Salvage

Will buy all types of salvage
Farm Equipment, Cars,

Copper and Aluminum Also
28809 - 445th Ave.

Viborg, SD ale
Phone: 605-327-3441 sc _
Cell: 605-660-0258 On Site

» YANKTON'S PRICE LEADER - YANKTON'S PRICE LEADER - YANKTON'S PRICE LEADER -
Adventised & Unadvertised Specials Every Week
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Price Effective April 21* - April 27*,2010

Yankton

Liquor S

109 W 3rd St., Yankton
FREE Customer Parking
Phone: 605-665-7865

* YANKTON'S PRICE LEADER - YANKTON'S PRICE LEADER - YANKTON'S PRICE LEADER - -

Rexall
hop

Liquor Store Hours
Monday-Friday 8:30-6:00

Saturday, 8:30-5:00

MARK’S MIACHINERY

GUIDANCE SYSTEM SPECIALS

CASE-H/TRIMBLE - Guidance Systems - EZ Steer Systems
-See our in-store display-
* WASS e OMNISTAR e RTK gllGNALS
Available depending on your needs
Great deaﬁ! Great financing!

\ The EZ Way to get CASH BACK! P

CASE i
P Acmicuuke]

Also, enjoy special
financing through
May 15, 2010 when you
use your Commercial
Revolving Account. Don't
miss out on this hot offer!

Don’t miss this EZ opportunity
to put your farm on the map.
Starting February 15 thru May 15, 2010, you can earn 0
CASH BACK when you purchase select EX Guidance 0
products from participating Case IH dealers.

Rebate forms and additional information about the I

EZ Products Rebate Program can be found at
www.PutyOurFarmOnTheMap.com

THE EXZ PRODUCTS REBATE PROGRAM IS
VALID ON THE FOLLOWING PRODUCTS: /'

*150

Cash Back

*300

Cash Back

*500

Cash Back

NO INTEREST!
NO PAYMENTS!
TAKE ADVANTAGE OF 120 DAYS
NO INTEREST, NO PAYMENT!

AFS

ADVANCED
FARMING STSTEMS.

EZ-BOOM® AUTOMATED APPLICATION CONTROL SYSTEM
Automatic and precise applications with less demands on kg
the operator. Cut your farm inputs costs immediately using
the EZ-Boome 2010 automated boom switching and spray
rate controller system for your next field application.

EZ-GUIDE® 500 LIGHTBAR
The world’s first lightbar with color display, mapping and
steering capable of one-inch accuracy.

EZ-STEER® SYSTEM
Simple, portable hands-free farming for over 550 vehicle
models — old and new.

up to VISIT YOUR LOCAL CASE IH DEALER FOR DISCOUNTS ON THE
FOLLOWING FOR THE FM-1000:
o FM-1000 GPS 1: RTK TO GLONASS, Passcode Onl
o FMd»1AO(t)0 GPS 2: Receiver enable with GPS 1 GLONASS, Passcode
and Anten

na
FM-1000 GPS 2: Enable RTK, Passcode and Antenna
FM-1000 GPS 2: Receiver enable with GPS 1 HP, Passcode and

tenna
FN{-1000 GPS 2: Receiver enable with GPS1 DGPS, Passcode and

antenna
AgGPS 432 and AgGPS RTK Base 450/900 Upgrade: GPS only to GPS
+ GNSS, Passcode Only
Maximum rebate of $5,000 per customer. Purchases must be made through a participating deather between the dates
of February 15, 2010, and May 15, 2010. This offer is only valid in the United States and Canada, excluding Quebec. All
rebates must be postmarked by June 15, 2010.

DISCOUNT
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apial accourts. . See your loca er
201 righs Ol Ca c

Yankton - (605)665-4540
or Toll Free 1-800-526-8095
Wagner - (605)384-3681
or Toll Free 1-800-693-1990
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