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Top-quality Showplace Cabinetry,

with manufacturer direct cash 

rebates. You better get started – 

your new kitchen will last 

for years, but this offer won’t!

Yankton Showroom
309 W. 11th St., Yankton, SD 57078
605-668-2138 • 1-800-249-3837
www.tkplaceyankton.com

Get a 
new 
kitchen, 
Get 

 Cashh Back. Cashh Back.Cash Back.

SALE ENDS April 10th

I bought a new bird
feeder this spring. The
old one had lost its
perches, its top and its
color.  It looked like it
had gone through the
cotton cycle on a dryer
at the Laundromat.  I
don’t know how some-
thing that merely holds
tiny seeds and is sus-
pended 20 feet above the
ground can manage to
get so beat up.

Even if the wind gusts
to 50 MPH, there is noth-
ing around it to smash
into.  So why does it look
as if it picked a fight and
lost?

I filled the new one
with fresh bird seed and
hung it on a wide eave
outside my bedroom
window.  Over the next
few days I watched to
see if the birds would
find it.

Because they hadn’t
had much to eat all win-
ter, the birds were able to
hone in on my bird feed-
er with ease.  I watched
as they took turns, one
after the other, sampling
the buffet I set out for
them.

I know the name of
some birds, but the rest
all look the same to me
— kind of brownish.  One
bird, a brown one, was
not sharing.  If he was on
the perch and another
bird came close, he’d
chase it away.  He was
being rather piggish
about the whole thing.

Suddenly, the birds
stopped coming to the
feeder; even the piggy-

bird.  I soon determined
why.

A squirrel came down
off my roof, climbed
upside down on the wire,
like Tom Cruise in Mis-
sion Impossible, and
flipped off the lid of my
bird feeder.  He pro-
ceeded to help himself
to the feast.

Now, I am not a dis-
criminatory animal
feeder.  Ask anyone.
Well, don’t bother, I’ve
never told anyone.  The
squirrel was as hungry
as the birds, I knew.
However, the squirrel
didn’t take turns like
the birds did.  He squat-
ted on the feeder and
dared the birds to move
him.  The birds didn’t
have the guts.

Finally, I decided
he’d had enough and I
went to my window to
shoo him away.  He
scurried back up the
wire to the roof, where I
heard a scuffle. Sudden-
ly, I saw a ball of gray

fur tumble off my roof,
one little paw grabbing
at a perch on the feed-
er.  It broke off and the
ball of fur cart-wheeled
two stories to the
ground.  The Matrix
came to mind as I
watched him fall in
slow-mo.

He got up, did the
squirrel equivalent of
dusting himself off, and
wandered to the near-
est tree like a drunk-
en… uh, squirrel.

When I looked up,
another squirrel had
taken his Mission
Impossible stance at
the feeder.  He was dig-
ging at the holes and
trying to reach the bird
seed.

That is, until my cat
peeked over the edge of
the roof and started
swatting at him.  The
squirrel had nowhere to
go but two stories
straight down, so he
hung onto the bottom of
the feeder for dear life,
while it was being batted

around by my cat.
Feeling sorry for the

squirrel, I went outside
and yelled at the cat.
“Get off the roof, you
deranged feline.  How on
earth did you get up
there anyway?”  Finally, I
had to use my secret
weapon:  shaking the cat
food box.  That’s the
song of the Lorelei for
cats.  He came running
and gave me a look of
disgust when I put the
box away without put-
ting some in his bowl.
What? I don’t want a fat
cat.  They eat too much.

The relieved squirrel
scampered back up the
feeder to the roof, knock-
ing a perch askew and
dislocating the lid.

I looked at my brand
new, dilapidated bird
feeder and finally under-
stood why the last one
looked like it did.  I’m get-
ting a stainless steel one
next time, with titanium

perches and a padlock
on the lid.  Anybody
know where I can get one
of those?

Laura Snyder is a national-
ly syndicated columnist,
author & speaker.  You can
reach Laura at lsnyder@lau-
raonlife.com Or visit her web-
site www.lauraonlife.com for
more info.

LAURA ON LIFE

Now Showing: Matrix Squirrels

Laura Snyder
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Cogan House RV Park
Opening in April

NEW

Located 14 miles west of Yankton
 Electric/Water/Sewer

250 yards from Boat Launch
Spacious lots — Rent for the Season

 605-464-0238
 605-464-1046
 www.coganhouse.com

RPM
Small engine tune-ups, car repair 

& maintenance. Tabor,SD
605-760-4701 ask for Josh

152 (+ or -) 
Tillable Acres in 
Yankton County

FOR SALE

Call Leona Sparks

660-6078
Anderson Realty LLC


